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Sudanese rebels agree to talks 

KAMPALA (R) — Rebels who have wjjjcJ a guerrilla war is famine-hit 
southern Su dan since !9Jv? arc ready to bold negotiations with the 
Sudanese government in Kampala, a Ugandan government spokesman 
said Monday. He said Ugandan President Yowcri Museveni revealed this 
when be me* Sudanese Charge d'affaires Abdui Kadcr AJ Sheikh at stare 
boose in Entebbe. Museveni said he had received a message from John 
GaxaflA kadcrof the Sudanese People’s Liberation Army (SPLA), saying 
[he SPLA ready fo bold talks with the Sudanese government, the 
spokesman said. In the message. Garang suggested that officials of both 
ddegaliws ® ecl “ Kampala to prepare the agenda for the negotiations, 
he added. The spokesman said that the charge d'affaires promised to 
oM«y the message to his government so that a date could he Seed for the 
meeting. Since visiting the Sudanese capital Khartoum m June. Museveni 
has been helping to bring the two sides together. Political observers in 
Kampala said the talks would probably be held in Kampala in mid- 
ftaober. 



An independent Arab poUiCdi daily published by the Jordan Press Foundation 

iajjjVI 3 uaII Jf. jSl. aj aotjj j-uU 


OPEC plans new oil glut talks 

MADRID (R) — OPEC decided Monday to bold urgent talks of a 
committee which includes Iraq and Iran and which may be a forum to help 
end their dispute over oil output quotas, a leading cause of die present 
world glut. After a session in Madrid mulling the excess output which has 
bit prices. OPECs five-man ministerial pricing committee said it would 
hold further talks soon, meeting jointly with another panel — the 
long-ienn strategy committee. That group includes Iraq and Iran. One of 
OPECs chief problems is that the Iraqi’s have refused to join the other 12 
members in accepting any OPEC quota on their production. Iraq wanted 
to be allowed to sell as much as Iran, historically a trigger producer. The 
Iranians and others could not agree to that. Delegate sources in Madrid 
said the planned joint meeting may be a forum to address the problem, 
following the recent Gulf ceasefire. Other problems also beset OPEC, 
including excess output by tbe United Arab Emirates which calls its 
mandated quota unfair. 
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Czech weekly flays Israel 

PRAGUE (AP) — The Czechoslovak Communist Parry baa levelled 
severe criticism against Israel, charging it with "racism (and) 
terrorism." Tribuna, the weekly of the party's policy-making central 
committee, in its latest edition available* Monday, criticised the 
“brutal, inhuman actions of Israeli forces against "the Palestinians 
who have risen to defend their just demands." This "shows Israel, led 
hy Zionists, in its true light," tbe magazine said. It said Israel was “a 
stare in which racism, terrorism, torture, the expulsion of people 
from homes and even homeland, aggression and annexation of 
foreign territories is part of its policy." 

Sri Lankan minister shot dead 

COLOMBO (Rl — A suspected Marxist rebel shot dead a Sri 
Lankan cabinet minister Monday, police said. Rehabilitation and 
Reconstruction Minister Lionel Jayatilake was killed when a gunman 
opened fire at his car in Kuliyapitiya, 60 kilometres north of 
Colombo, they said. Police say they suspect the gunman was a 
member of the People's Liberation Front which has been blamed for 
more than 4(J0 killings in the past year. 

Gayoom reelected Maldivian president 

MALE, Maldives (R) — Maumoon Abdul Gayoom was elected 
unopposed for his third term as president of the Maldives with 96.57 
per cent of the vote, officials in the Indian Ocean island group said 
Monday. 

Sicilian judge, son killed in ambush 

CALTANISSETTA, Sicily (R) — A Sicilian judge and his son were 
shot dead when their car was ambushed late Sunday night in what 
police called a classic mafia killing. Antonino Saetta, 66, president of 
the Palermo court of appeal, and his son Stefuno, 35, were hit in the 
bead and stomach, police said. The killers fired at least 20 shots. 

Philippine rebels kill 10, kidnap 5 

MANILA (AP) — Communist rebels killed 10 soldiers and a civilian 
in an ambush southeast of Manila and later kidnapped five army 
sergeants carrying a 200,000-peso ($10,000) payroll to their unit, 
military and news reports said Monday. Brigadier-General Alejan- 
dro GaJido sa id the dead were aboard a truck that struck a landmine 
Sunday near Arimonan. about 110 kilometres southeast of the 
capital. Eight soldiers and another civilian were wounded in the 
attack. In Manila, private television station GMA said after the 
ambush, rebels stopped a jeep carrying the five sergeants near the 
ambush site and kidnapped them. - - • 

Belgium opens urban guerrilla trial 

BRUSSELS (R) — Four men and two women went into a 
bullet-proof glass cage in a Brussels court Monday at the start of 
Belgium's biggest urban guerrilla trial. The trial, held amid heavy 
police security, opened with four of the accused defiantly proclaiming 
themselves militants for the self-styled Fighting Communist Cells 
(CCC), blamed for 25 bomb attacks across Belgium in 1984 and 1985. 
Appearing with the CCC four in the protective glass booth were a 
man and a woman, said by police to have belonged to another leftist 
guerrilla group calling itself the Revolutionary Front for Proletarian 
Action (FRAP). 

Ershad postpones flood talks with India 

DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh President Hossain Mohammad Ershad 
has postponed a trip to Delhi to discuss flood prevention until 
Thursday, officials said Monday. Ershad had planned to fly to Delhi 
Tuesday for talks with Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi on a 
regional strategy to combat annual monsoon floods which this year 
killed about 2,600 in Bangladesh and hundreds more in northern 
India. 

Kuwait puts new tanker into service 

KUWAIT (Rl — The Kuwait Oil Tanker Company (KOTC) said 
Monday it had put into service a new custom-built refined products 
tanker, the first of six ordered from a South Korean shipyard. The 
tankers are designed to boost the efficiency of deliveries to the Indian 
subcontinent and Europe, where the Kuwait Petroleum Corporation 
(KPC) has a large retail network of petrol stations. The 35,000-tonne 
A1 Kuwaiti ya arrived Sunday and was due Monday to begin loading 
refined products for Karachi, a KOTC official said. 

Iran: Fence-mending in progress with U.K. 

NICOSIA (R) — An Iranian Foreign Ministry official Monday flew to 
Geneva to meet a British counterpart in what Tehran's news agency 
IRNA called a bid to mend ties. Mahmoud Vaezi, head of the 
Foreign Ministry's West European desk, will meet David Myers, 
British undersecretary of state for the Middle East, sard the IRNA 
report received in Cyprus. The British Foreign Office said Friday that 
Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe would meet Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati when they attend the U.N. General 
Assembly in New York this week, a meeting the IRNA report also 
confirmed. Both reports said the rwo states may upgrade their 
diplomatic ties after the meeting. 

Experts begin unprecedented MIA probe u 

BANGKOK (AP) — Joint U.S.- Vietnamese teams drove into 
northern Vietnamese villages Monday in an unprecedented search 
for witnesses of Vietnam war plane crashes in which American 
servicemen were lost, an official said. Two joint teams headed to 
areas north of the capital, Hanoi, in jeeps flown in from Hawaii for 
the 10-day search, said Thomas Boyd, spokesman for the U.S. Pacific 
command. “This is the first joint activity that involves tracking down 
of missing in action (MIA) cases," he said. “The teams are 
investigating loss incidents that occurred and trying to interview 
individuals who may possess information surrounding the incidents. 
It could result in future (warplane crash site) excavations. 

Southern Africa talks resume 

BRAZZAVILLE (R) — South Africa, Angola and Cuba began 
peace talks Monday raring to meet a Nov. I deadline for a U.N. 
independence plan for Namibia. Hopes that the three sides meeting 
under U.S. mediation could reach agreement were raised by awst 
last week to South Africa and Angola by U.N. Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar. 

2 Belgians held in Kuwaiti kidnap case 

LONDON (R) — Two Belgians charged with aMuclmg a nch 

Kuwaiti businessman in Britain were ordered 
Monday, and a third suspect surrendered in Belpum.Bnnsh police 
said. Eddy Doucet, 31 and DamcUe Peucmans, 41, were remanded in 
custody until a further hearing Oct. 3 during their a PP^ fan “ ' “ ‘ * 
magistrate’s oourt in Northampton, central England. There was no 
app&xuion for bail. A third suspect, Belgian jeweller WiUy 
Schroyens, gave himself up Sunday night to Belgium police. 


Israelis kill 3 
Palestinians, 

wound 68 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies) — 
Israeli troops shot dead three Palestinians 
and wounded at least 68 in clashes during a 
general strike in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip Monday, Arab and hospital 
sources said. 


Troop* made widespread use 
of plastic bullets against stone- 
throwing protesters marking a 
strike called by underground 
nationalist and Islamic leaders of 
the nine-month-old Palestinian 
uprising. 

The casualties were among the 
most serious for months. 

U.N: officials said Monday 
they filed a protest with the army 
over the six-fold increase in 
Palestinian casualties in the past 
two months. 

Monday's general strike was to 
protest the jailing of thousands of 
Palestinian activists by Israel. 
Palestinians hoisted white sheets 
sprayed with red swastikas and 
scrawled anti-Israeli grafitti on 


walls. 

Officials at Gaza City's Shifa 
and Ahli hospitals said two 
Palestinians died from army gun- 
fire, one a doctor employed by 
the Israeli occupation authorities 
in the Gaza Strip. 

Some of Monday's most severe 
clashes were in the Arab Jeru- 
salem neighbourhood of Jabal 
Mukaber, where police shot dead 
Jamal Matar Shkheir. 23, spark- 
ing an emotional mass funeral 
and hours of dashes with stone- 
throwing protesters. 

The U.N. Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) said the num- 
ber of Palestinians shot by army 
gunfire in the Gaza Strip jumped 
from 19 in July to 130 in so far 


this month. The count did not 
include Monday’s casualty toll. 
Figures for the West Bank are 
•still being compiled. 

"Most of the people being hit 
are very young. We have raised this 
repeatedly with the Israelis to no 
effect," said a UNRWA official, 
who requested anonymity. 

Israeli Defence Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin earlier this month 
eased restrictions on shooting de- 
monstrators, authorising even 
junior officers to fire potentially 
lethal plastic bullets at any stone- 
thrower. 

Since then the daily toll of 
wounded has risen sharply. 

“There is a clear trend of a 
growing use of live ammunition 
that cannot be justified." said the 
UNRWA official. “Our concern 
is veiy real. This is not just a 
knee-jerk reaction to a bad day." 

Reporting the Jabal Mukaber 
dashes, an Israeli photographer 
said about 20 stone-throwers 
faced off with soldiers, with the 

(Continued on page 5) 


Lebanese go back to work 
amid Hoss-Aoun standoff 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Lebanese went back to work 
Monday with no solution in sight 
to the stand-off between two rival 
governments which has raised 
fears of formal partition. 


“We are still very worried, but 
we have to work to make a 
tjjving," said Aiman Haj, a sho- 
powner in bustling west Beirut. 

With an adaptibility learned 
over 13 years of civil war. 


Aoun sacks 3 officers 


BEIRUT (R) — The bead of 
Lebanon's interim military 
government replaced three top 
army officers Monday in an 
apparent bid to consolidate his 
power. Military sources said 
General Michel Aonn fired 
Colonel Simon Kassis, chief of 
military intelligence. Lieutenant 
Colonel Georges Shell wan. 


security commander of the in- 
telligence branch, and Colonel 
Louis Kassis, commander of 
the presidential guard. They 
said all were loyal to former 
President Amin Gemayel. The 
sources said the replacements 
— Amer Shehab, Fouad A! 
Ashkar and Francois Zein — 
were very dose to Aoun. 


Lebanese put the government cri- 
sis on one side as they did the 
shopping, went to work or packed 
their children of to school at the 
start of a new academic year. 

Parliament’s failure to elect a 
successor to President Amin 
Gemayel, whose six-year term 
ended Friday, set off the worst 
leadership tussle in Lebanon 
since independence in 1943. 

Minutes before stepping down. 
Gemayel formed an interim milit- 
ary government led by anny com- 
mander General Michel Aoun, a 
Christian Maronite. 

The government was intended 
to rule until a new head of state 
could be elected, but pro-Syrian 

(Continued on page 5) 


Major arms treaty possible 
in 1 year, Reagan tells U.N. 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan, in a farewell address to 
the United Nations, said Monday 
it was “more than a possibility" 
that a treaty curbing intercon- 
tinental ballistic missiles can be 
signed with the Soviet Union 
within the next year. 

He called on Iran and Iraq to 
work with the United Nations 
towards peace in the Gulf, and he 
urged the Soviet Union to com- 
plete its withdrawal of troops 
from Afghanistan “at the earliest 
possible date." 

The president also cited posi- 
tive developments in southern 
Africa and Kampuchea and said 
the United States hoped for a 
peaceful solution to the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. 

Turning to negotiations on 
long-range nuclear weapons, the 
president said: “I can tell this 
assembly that it is highly doubtful 
such a treaty can be accomplished 
in a few months, but I can tell you 
a year from now is a possibility, 
more than a possibility." 

At the same rime he reaffirmed 
the U.S. commitment to his so- 
called “Star-Wars" space-based 
anti-missile defence system, 
'which is opposed by the Soviet 
Union. 

The president reviewed what 
he said has been progress toward 
peace in his eight-year adminis- 
tration. but added that “history 
teaches us caution" and that 
“even in this time of hope, (he 
chance of failure is real." 

In his speech Reagan had kind 
words, in particular, for U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar. 

“Already you, Mr. Secretary 
General, through your persist- 
ence, patience and unyielding 
will, have shown, in working to- 
ward peace in Afghanistan and 
the (Arabian) Gulf, how valuable 
the United Nations can be," he 


said. 

On a sour note, he said Nicar- 
agua — where the Sandinista gov- 
ernment and anti-government 
contra rebels continue their long 
dispute — was the sole exception 
to recent progress in major re- 
gional conflicts. 

He called on the Soviet Union 
to help end the Nicaraguan con- 
flict “by halting the flow of bil- 
lions of dollars worth of arms and 
ammunition to the Sandinista 
regime, a regime whose goals of 
regional domination, while ulti- 
mately doomed, can continue to 
cause great suffering to the peo- 
ple of that area and risk Soviet- 
American relations.'' 

Reagan also stepped up his 
campaign for a worldwide ban on 
chemical weapons. 

He called on the signets of the 
1925 Geneva accord that first 


outlawed the use of chemical 
weapons to convene a conference 
to consider new ways to enforce 
that agreement. 

Reagan also renewed a U.S. 
call for adoption of a global ban 
on chemical weapons at arms 
reduction talks in Geneva. 

It was Reagan’s seventh 
appearance before the United 
Nations. He has addressed tbe 
opening session of the General 
Assembly each year since 1983 
and spoke at a special U.N. ses- 
sion on disarmament in 1982. 

After his speech, the president 
planned to meet with Perez de 
Cuellar, Egyptian Foreign Minis- 
ter Esinat Abdul Meguid. Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres, 
Zimbabwe President Robert 
Mugabe. Kuwaiti emir Sheikh 
Jaber AJ Ahmad A1 Sabah and 
others. 



His Royal Highness Prince Mohammad receives 
Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor 


upon their return home Monday after visits to 
Egypt and Britain (Petra photo) 


Their Majesties return home 


AMMAN (J.T.) — TheiT Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor returned home Monday after 
visits to Egypt and Britain. 

The King held talks with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak during tbe visit to Egypt and again 
Sunday in London. The King also conferred with 
British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher on the 
Middle East situation and the Gulf war as well as 
various international issues as welt as bilateral ties. 

Their Majesties visited the Faniborough air 
show during their stay in Britain. 


The King and Queen were received upon their 
return by Hi s Royal Highness Prince Mohammad, 
His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. royal 
family members. Prime Minister Zaid Rifai, 
Cabinet and Parliament members, senior Royal 
Court officials, the British and Egyptian ambassa- 
dors to Jordan and senior government officials. 

Armed Forces Commander-in-Chief Field Mar- 
shal Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker returned home along 
with Their Majesties. 


King stresses need for 
united Palestinian stand 


CAIRO (Agencies) — His 
Majesty King Hussein has stres- 
sed the need for the Palestinian 
people to crystallise a united 
stand so that efforts could be 
exerted to support the Palestinian 
cause in the international scene. 

The King, in comments carried 
by Cairo's A! Ahram daily Mon- 
day, said the Egyptian and Jorda- 
nian leaderships were in agree- 
ment over issues of common in- 
terest and hoped to serve the 
Arab Nation. 

The King made the comments 
to A1 Ahram in London after a 
meeting with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak Sunday. 

The King and Mubarak discus- 
sed various issues of concern to 
the Arab Nation, including the 
latest developments in the 
Palestine Problem, Iran-Iraq 


peace talks and the situation in 
Lebanon. 

Mubarak told AJ Ahram that 
the Palestinians had to unify their 
ranks and cooperate with Jordan. 

“I repeat that it is necessary to 
crystallise the Palestinian position 
with constant and continuous 
coordination with Jordan, then 
with the rest of the Arab coun- 
tries." he was quoted as saying by 
AJ Ahram. 

He said that once the Palestine 
liberation Organisation (PLO) 
solidified its position, “we will be 
able to support with all our ener- 
gies and potentials the Palestinian 
cause." 

Mubarak meets Thatcher 

Mubarak held an hour of talks 
with British Prime Minister Mar- 


garet Thatcher in London Mon- 
day and a British spokesman said 
they discussed the Middle Hast 
conflict and the Gulf war. 

The spokesman said the two 
leaders supported the idea of an 
international peace conference 
on the Middle East under U.N. 
sponsorship. Both leaders ack- 
nowledged that significant prog- 
ress was unlikely after the Israeli 
general elections and the U.S. 
presidential elections in 
November. 

Mubarak also sought British 
support for his handling of 
Egypt's economy. 

The British spokesman said 
Mubarak wanted British backing 
in the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) for a gradual 
approach to reforming Egypt's 
economy. 


Pakistan: 5 dead in Afghan raid 


Moscow says 1 6 killed in 
rocket attacks on Kabul 

MOSCOW (Agencies) — Rebel rockets killed 16 people in Kabul 
Monday and a senior Soviet correspondent in the city said guerrillas 
had seized one Afghan province and partially controlled seven 
provincial capitals. 

In icifmmhaH, Pakistani officials said Afghan air force jets 
bombed a Pakistani border area Monday killing at least five people, 
including four children. 

They said six bombers penetrated about eight kilometres into 
Kurram tribal area in northwest Pakistan and dropped six bombs. 

Seven people were injured. 

State-run Pakistan Television put the death toll at six and said 
Islamabad bad lodged a strong protest with the Afghan government. 

It was tbe sixth time (his month Pakistan has accused Afghanistan 
of bombing its territory. 

Kabul has denied tbe charges. 

The official Soviet news agency TASS said 27 people were 
wounded and 11 buildings were destroyed in Monday's early 
morning missile attack by rebels, tbe latest in a mounting series of 
rocket assaults that have killed dozens of people since July. 

In another attack in Logar province south of Kabul, TASS said, 
five people died and six were injured by a missile strike on the town 
of Pulialam — in an area believed now largely evacuated by Soviet 
forces pulling out of tbe country. 

News of tbe latest assaults coincided with a report in tbe 
Communist Party newspaper Pravda suggesting the Kabul govern- 
ment of President Nnjibullah was under increasing pressure from 
the rebels. 


N. Yemen announces new oil finds 


SANAA (AP) — President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh, in a national day 
speech Monday, announced fresh 
oil discoveries in North Yemen 
and said reserves of natural gas 
were now estimated at 5.5 trillion 
cubic metres. 

Saleh did not give details of the 
potential of the find, nor did he 
mention its location. 

But he declared that before the 
end of the year, the first offshore 
oil well will be spudded in Red 
Sea deep waters between the 
areas known as A1 Mokha and AJ 
Khokha. 

He underlined that oil explora- 
tion was continuing in the regions 
of Mareb and Jawf on the 
eastern side of North Yemen, and 
in the central parts. 

North Yemen made its first 
commercial oil find only four 
years ago. 

It has no fixed output, but has 
downstream facilities through a 


pipeline with a capacity of 
150,000 to 400.000 barrels per 
day. Its crude oil reserves are 
estimated at one billion barrels. 

In addition to the pipeline, a 
floating storage depot of three 
million barrels was installed. 

The first oil discovery was in 
Safer in the Mareb basin and 
reported in 1984. In December 
1985, it was declared commercial 
with output estimated at 10,000 
barrels per day and reserves in- 
itially put at 500 million barrels. 
Two years later, the reserves dou- 
bled. 

In April 1986 the first refinery 
was inaugurated with a capacity 
of 10,000 barrels per day, cover- 
ing 30 per cent of domestic de- 
mand. 

In December 1987, North Ye- 
men’s first oil export shipment was 
made from a port established on 
the Red Sea and named Ras Isa, 
430 kilometres from the oil field. 


Three foreign companies. Hunt 
Oil of the United Slates, Total of 
France and Exxon of tbe United 
States, have been awarded con- 
cessions. 

Hunt Yemen Oil Co., the sub- 
sidiary created to oversee the 
exploration and production in the 
country, operates in the eastern 
parts. It also won the offshore oil 
concession. 

Total has a concession in the 
central parts, and Exxon in inland 
areas in coastal regions. 

R.K. Olsen, vice-president of 
Hunt Yemen Oil Co. and 
M. Nicholas, director-general of 
the company, said in an interview 
last week they estimated their 
company would be operating in 
North Yemen for another two 
decades at least. 

Observers meanwhile noted 
that for the first time since the 
overthrow of the monarchy in 
1962, National Day celebrations 


did not include a military parade. 

Instead, some 60,000 school 
girls and boys, ali dressed in 
military fatigues, paraded 
through the streets. 

Official delegations, flanking 
the president at the ceremony 
near the Monument of the Un- 
known Soldier in Midan Al Sabeeo 
Square, included Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation Chairman 
Yasser Arafat. 

Also present were Sudanese 
Prime Minister Sadeq Al Mahdi, 
and an official delegation from 
South Yemen. 

Despite ideological differ- 
ences. North and South Yemen 
are working towards unity. 

The Aden delegation was led 
by Deputy Prime Minister SaJeb 
Abu Bakr Ibn Hassanoun and 
Minister of State for Unity 
Affairs Rashed Mohammad 
Sabet. 


U.S. to 
end Gulf 
convoys 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan decided 
Monday to end U.S. convoys of 
American-flagged ships in the 
Gulf but will keep U.S. forces in 
the waterway to aid threatened 
ships, the White House 
announced. 

Presidential spokesman Marlin 
Fitzwater told reporters that 
Reagan acted “after reviewing 
the current ceasefire... which has 
been in effect since Aug. 20. and 
consulting with allies and friends 
in the region." 

There have been no attacks on 
Gulf shipping since the ceasefire 
began. 

Fitzwater said the president 
made the decision in Washington 
before leaving for the United 
Nations, where he was to discuss 
the change with heads of state 
from the region. 

Reagan, after a farewell speech 
ro the U.N. General Assembly. 
had meetings set with Sheikh 
Jaber Al Ahmad AJ Sabah, the 
erair of Kuwait, and with leaders 
of the Gulf Cooperation Council. 

When asked whether the move 
could lead to normalisation of 
relations with Iran, Fitzwater 
said: “We've always said we’re 
willing to talk to authorised Ira- 
nian officials." 

But he said there have been no 
requests from Iran for a meeting 
and that there has been no news 
regarding the American hostages 
held in Lebanon. 

The convoy operation, begun 
14 months ago, involved a precise 
navy formation used to protect 
against potential Iranian attacks 
Kuwaiti tankers reregistered 
under the U.S. flag. 


Peking 
Restaurant 
is fully booked 
Today, 27/9/88 






2 National News 



By Inea Bushoaq 

THERE is a bedouin folktale 
about a moth, an owl, a swallow 
and a frog wbo lived together. 
One evening, a traveller rode up 
to the door of their tent and they 
welcomed him as their guest, 
setting food before him and offer- 
ing shelter for the night. But 
when the moon set and the dark- 
ness was black as being blind, a 
robber crept up to the guest’s fine 
riding came], slashed through the 
tethers and made off with her. 
The animals were awakened by 
the cries of their guest and rushed 
in every direction to try and trace 
the lost animal. The owl flitted 
over some nearby ruins, the swal- 
low winged his way towards the 
grazing grounds and tbe frog in- 
vestigated the bottom of the 
closest well. Bat it was no use. 
The camel was gone. Unable to 
endure the disgrace of foiling to 
protect the guest in her tent, the 
moth flung herself into the fire. 
Hie memory of that shame still 
drives her descendants to do the 
same. Any night you may see 
them flying into an open flame. 

Another story tells of the be- 
douins, in search of new pasture 
for their herds, who sent out a 
raven, a partridge and a dove to 
scout the surrounding terrain. In 
no time at all the raven was back, 
saying that there was not a blade 
of grass to be seen. The partridge 
and the dove had a different story 
to tell. According to them, a 
mere two days' march away was 
fresh grass, soft as a lady’s hair. 
Well, the bedouins decided to 
move towards the grazing and 
found that the raven had told 


them nofiring but a lie, for there 
stretched tbe grass before them. 
To punish him for his falsehood, 
they painted tbe raven black as 
deceit. As for the dove, they 
stained her feet a pretty pink with 
henna dye, just like a young 
bride, and the eyes of the par- 
tridge they brightened with a 
black line of kohl. If you doubt 
this, you may check, for the birds 
carry those marks to this day. 

Two unimportant tales to pass 
an idle moment around the even- 
ing thombrush fire; and yet they 
hold dues to what makes possible 
a unique way of life in the austere 
setting of the desert. Where file 
distance between one water hole 
and the next means days of 
travel, hospitality is no mere 
politeness but a matter of life and 
death. Guest-friendship, there- 
fore, assumes a mystic signifi- 
cance. Even an enemy, once he 
-has tasted salt at a man’s hearth, 
mil receive his host's protection. 
The moth's reaction in the story 
may seem extreme, but it is in 
keeping with a long-lived tradi- 
tion. 

Similarly, when constant travel 
reduces possessions to absolute 
essentials and the whole com- 
munity is moveable, packed and 
ready to go at a moment's notice, 
then as much as possible has to be 
portable. It is no coincidence that 
the richest artistic legacy of the 
Arab desert culture is its recited 
poetry, dating back to pre-Islamic 
times. Where there is no baggage 
space for written contracts, no 
courthouse buildings with archive 
vaults, a man’s word has to be 
binding as it stands. No wonder 
that the treacherous raven was 
painted black. 

Honour, good name 

While researching material for 
the manuscript of Arab Folktales, 
I was struck again and again by 
how much information the sim- 
plest story carried about the peo- 
ple who told it. For example, I 
found myself having to explain to 
my American editor why it was 
not horrendous that the father in 
a bedouin tale had killed his own 
son when he discovered that the 
youth had behaved dishonorably 


Folktales... the interface 
of myth and reality 


“Where material trappings are minimal and death 
can mow down the richest herd after a rainless spell, 
one of the few possessions of value a man can hold 
and call his own is his honour and his good name.” 


towards the neighbour who had 
sheltered him. To an outsider, 
the punishment may appear dis- 
proportionate; yet. when one has 
read a number of these folk stor- 
ies, a clear picture emerges. 
Where material trappings are 
minimal and death can mow 
down the richest herd after a 
rainless spell, one of the few 
possessions of value a man can 
hold and call his own is his 
honour and his good name. 

There is a legendary story on 
this theme from the sixth century, 
before Mohammad became the 
Messenger of God, about the 
wandering poet-king Imru' al- 
Qays, who sought refuge in the 
forte ss of Samaw'al and left his 
precious armour in his keeping. 
After Imru' al-Qays had been 
killed , his enemy besieged 
Samaw'al’s castle, asking for the 
hero's arms. But Samaw’al re- 
fused to betray his trust. He did 
not waver, even when his son was 
taken hostage and threatened 
with death. He composed a poem 
which ends: “I have kept my 
pledge and the armour of the 
dead Kindite. Though other men 
may break their promises, my 
word is true.” And with his own 
eyes, he saw his son killed before 
the fortess wall. Every Arab high, 
school boy can recite the first 
couplet of Imru' al-Qays’ n w’alla- 
<7* poem, but even the illiterate 
know about Samaw'al's loyalty, 
which has become proverbial. 
What Samaw'al did has made his 
name immortal. 

The importance accorded such 
intangible assets as “honour” and 
“fame” pervades even the love 
stories of the desert. Most famil- 
iar European fairy tales and 
happily ever after, with the prince 
marrying the princess or the de- 
serving heroine. Arab peasant 
folktales, too, mil close with a 
wedding and sometimes a little 
rhyme, like: 

They lived on in happiness and 
great joy 

They bad many children, both 
girls and boys 

Then Death took them who 
everything destroys. 

Arab hospitality 

There are great love stories 
among the bedouin tales and 
there is a sound of wedding 
drums and celebration when the 
lovers are finally united, but that 
is not tbe grandest moment. Very 
often the woman the hero sees 
once and falls sick with love for is 
already betrothed.' As likely as 
not, she was promised at birth to 
her first cousin on her father’s 
side, which is the custom. 

One of the grand moments in 
the stories is when the cousin, 
placing the happiness of the lov- 
ers above his own, foregoes his 
right to the girl. Aaah! what a 
generous thing to do. Since 
generosity is one of the qualities 


much admired by Arabs, the 
cousin’s gesture rather than the 
lovers' wedding becomes the 
dramatic climax. Usually the 


cousin is then rewarded with gifts 
of fine armour and full-blooded 
horses — and maybe the hero’s 
sister as a wife — and the story 
ends with a note of applause in a 
sentence like “So it is when men 
are noble!" or “Only he who is 
narrow-hearted and ungenerous 
is the enemy of God and man!” 
Hie byword for generosity is 
the legendary Hatim at-Tay. 
When his mother was a bride, she 
heard a voice in her dream offer- 
ing her a choice: To become the 
mother of ten sons as brave as 
eagles or the mother of Hatim, 
who would surpass all men in 
generosity of heart and open- 
handedness. She chose Hatim. 


And quite early in his life, he 
managed to dismay his father 
with this exceptional quality. Sent 
out to pasture tbe family’s 


camels. Hatim returned happily 
to announce that he had brought 
fame to tbe ancestral name, since 
he had made a gift of every las# 
camel and the news of his deed 
would travel across the desert. 

Such is the legend. But legends 
are tbe creations of people, 
fashioned in their own image — 
as they would like themselves to 
be. and thus they become a 
standard to live up to: their func- 
tion fulfilled when the line be- 
tween mythology and history be- 
gins to blur. Consider the follow- 
ing anecdote, for example. In his 
book Arabian Sands, Wilfred 
Thesiger, who explored the Rub' 


a 1- Khali or Empty Quarter of the 
Arabian Peninsula in the late 
1940s, describes the arrival at his 
camp one day of a bedraggled old 
man with a limp. Everyone in the 
camp crowded around the old 
beggar, offering him welcome, 
making him comfortable and 
greeting him with great warmth. 
Wondering why such a man 
should receive so much attention, 
Thesiger asked about him and 
was told that he belonged to such 
and such a tribe and was famous. 
What was be famous for? His 
generosity. He had been a rich 
man, but for every guest who came 
to his tent he had killed a camel 
until be bad nothing left. “By 
God, he is generous!” exclaimed 
the bedouin informant, and 
Thesiger comments, “I could 
hear file envy in his voice.” 

They say that after Hatim at- 
Tay’s death a group of rival 
tribesmen, jealous of his renown, 
happened to camp near his grave. 
Where was the generous one 
now, they sneered. It turned oat 
that' he was not far, because 
during the night he appeared to 
one of the men in a dream, killing 
the man’s camel mid inviting him 
to feast on the meat. Next morn- 
ing, the man discovered that his 
camel had somehow cut itself 
during the night and was dead. So 
tbe tribesmen built a fire and 
cooked die camel’s flesh and 
feasted lavishly. Later, on resum- 
ing their journey, they met Hatim 
at-Tay’s son on their way. He was 
leading a black camel which he 
said his father bad instructed him 
to offer to the tribesman travell- 
ing without a came). Though his 
father was dead, he had seen him 
in a dream the night before. 

Again, an echo of the legend is 
to be found within traceable 
memory, this time in some sculp- 
ted stones in Jordan. A German 
orientalist on an expedition to 
Petra in 1898 reported being 
shown a stone marker south of 
Qatranah at Mawda' as-Sahn or 
Place of the Platter, a spot in 
Jordan where “a hundred years 
ago,” according to his guide, a 
bedouin sheikh famous for his 
hospitality had entertained the 
caravans of pilgrims on their way 
to Mecca. Carved into the ground 
were rough symbols representing 
the sheikh's lance, his pair of 
pistols, and the large round rnan- 
saf or metal tray on which he 
would have served meat heaped 
on layers of bread or rice. In the 
same report was drawing of the 
grave of another bedouin, south 
of Madaba. Three crudely sculp- 
tured panels record the hospital- 
ity of the deceased. They show a 
typical beaked coffee pot next to 
a tray on which are three coffee 
cups, a wooden mortar and pestle 
with which coffee would be 
pounded, and a curious ladle 
used for roasting coffee beans. 
How close in spirit to Hatim 
at-Tay to want to be remembered 



“Where the distance between one water hole and the 
next means days of travel, hospitality is no mere 
politeness but a matter of life and death.” 



not as a warrior or as a hero but 
as a host. 

Clues, dues 

Like the silk embroidery 
threads that twist across the plain 
homespun of traditional peasant 
thobs, or dresses, the folk stories 
are very much entwined in every- 
day life, even if they dwell on the 
more dramatic, the highly col- 
oured events and moments. Ideal 
and timeless, they nevertheless 
pass on the clues to what is 
admired, what deplored, the tel- 
lers and those who listened to 
them. In them are contained the 
main traditions and, thus, the 
cultural identity of a people. 

Though a for cry from Hatim 
at-Tay and other folk heroes, the 
fact remains that to this day in 
Jordan and elsewhere in the Arab 
World one cannot pass a humble 
goathered sitting in the mouth of 
the cave where he lives or a group 
of women bent over their work at 
the edge of a field without being 
invited to share a cup of coffee or 
a glass of tea. And still there are 
men living who count with plea- 
sure the number of guests they 
have feasted by the herds they 
have slaughtered and offered up 
on the altar of hospitality. Such is 
the hold of the ancient Arab ideal 
that, for a man who is noble, his 
wealth is measured not by what 
he keeps for himself but rather by 
what he gives away. 

The times are changing at a 
breathtaking pace, but wherever 
file old storytellers are giving way 
to other entertainers,- in books or 
on the radio and now television, 
the fear of losing the old tales 
eventually prompts people to 
copy them down and preserve 
them. They are recognised as a 
precious heritage. In Jordan, in- 
terest in folklore has been grow- 
ing. as the old ways slip into 
history to be replaced by modern 
methods and techniques. For 
almost 15 years, the Jordan De- 
partment of Culture and Arts has 
been publishing a folklore 
quarterly, Al-runoon ash- 
Sha'beyya, which gathers within 
its pages the texts of folk songs, 
the prescriptions used in folk 
medicine, information on food. 


magic, custom and ceremonies; 
as well as folk stories. The Folk- 
lore Museum, beneath the Ro- 
man amphitheatre in Amman; 
houses an excellent collection -of 
antique tools and utensils; and 
beautifully displayed, in a second, 
museum nearby, is an exhibition' 
of folk costumes in all their ridi 
variety of colour and stitching. 

At present, it seems unthink- 
able that there might be a day 
when the ideals of behaviour in- 
herited from the heroic age of 
desert living are forgotten or dis- 
carded as out of date. After all, 
they are the hallmark of Arab, 
identity. Still, it seems just as well 
to have reminders of the old ways 
in the form of stories like this 
one: 

A prince, touring his quarter to 
see how his people were faring; 
found a woman weeping and' 
asked her why she wept. “My’ 
only son has died,” she said, “he 
kept me in comfort, poor widow 
that l am. How shall I live now??* 
The prince consoled her with the! 
promise of a mule. If she rented it 
out. it would work for her and 
keep her as comfortably as she 
had been before. Proceeding qd 
his way, the prince met another' 
mother weeping over the grave of. 
her son. When he asked her. 
about him, she said that he used 
to fill his tent with guests and that 
the noblest men would gather at' 
his feasts. For her. the prince; 
could find no consoling words. 
“Weep on, O mother of a gener- 
ous and hospitable son,” he toW- 
her, “there is no comfort for so,- 



JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


JORDAN 

TELEVISION 

Tel: 773U1-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

I4J0 Koran 

14^0 Programme review 

14:55 Round-up of Seoul Olympic 
Gaines 

IftM New? summary in Arabic 

18:85 Programme on world news 

I&20 Religious programme 

18:50 .... Programme on Environ mem 

1905 Agricult ura! programme 

19s45 Programme review 

20M News in Arabic 

20 JO Arabic series 

21:30 Programme review 

21 J5 Round-up of Seoul Olympics 
Games 

23:00 News summary in Arabic 

23:10 Seoul Olympic Games (contd.j 

PROGRAMME TWO 

17 JO Champs Elysees 

19KM News in French 

19:15 Aujourdhtii cn Jordamc 

19-30 News in Hebrew 

19:45 Varieties programme 

2fe90 News in Arabic 

Carol Buromet Show 

21:10 Ftoodtidc 

22:00 News in English 

22J0 Hunter 

23:10 Code Name Kyri! 


RADIO JORDAN 

855 KHz. AM & 99 MHz. FM 
& partly on 9560 KHz. SW 
Tel: 774111-19 

07:00 Light Musk 

•7:30 Ncwsdesk 

08 JO Morning Show 

10J0 News Summary 

11:00 Just a Minute 

12J0 News Summary 

12J5 30»Mmuic Theatre 

13:00 News Summary 

13 JS Pop Session Conld. 

14 JO News Bulletin 

14:15 Instrumentals 

1*30 30 Minute Theatre 

15J0 Concert Hour 

16.-00 News Summary 

16:05 Instrumentals 

16J® Old Favourites 

17:00 Pop Talk 

17:30 PopScssion 

IfcflO News Summary 

18:05 Top Twenty 

I8JQ Music 

1*00 News Desk 


19J0 Date with a Star 

2fcO0 Everting Show 

21:00 News Summary 

21:05 Evening Show Coord 

22.-0O News Summary 

22:05 Evening Show Continued 

23:00 News Summary 

23:05 Evening Show Continued 

24:00 Close Down 

WORLDNET 

(At the American Cultural Centre) 

09:00 America Today 

I2s09 Newsfile 

13:00 Firing Line 

13:30 Ik's Your Business 

14:00 America Today (Repeat I 

15:00 The Health Century 

15:30 Writer's Workshop 

lfcOO Woridnct Dialogue: A Middle 
East Agenda for the next Administra- 
tion 

16:45 Business Report 

17:00 Worldnei Special 

18:00 Firing Line 

18:30 Modem Maturity 

BBC WORLD 
SERVICE 

639. 720. 1323 KHz 

07:00 Ncwsdesk 07 JO Without Strings 
07:45 Reflections 07:50 Financial 
News08:00 World News 08:09 Twenty- 
Four: News Summary 08:30 New Ideas 
09:40 Book Choice 08:45 The World 
Today 09dM Newsdcsk 0930 Celluloid 
Rock 10:00 World News 10:09 Twenty- 
Four Hours: News Summary lthio 
Language Extra 10:45 Network U.K. 
11:00 world News 11:09 Reflections 
11:15 Tech Talk 11:30 New Music 
L2KXJ World News IM9 British Press 
Review 12:15 The World Today 12J0 
Financial News followed by Sport 
12:45 Sportsworld 13:00 News Sum- 
maty followed by Discovery 13:30 
Spdrts International 14:00 World News 
14:09 News About Britain 14:15 Wave- 
guide 14:25 Book Choice 14:30 
Citizens 15:00 Radio Newsreel 15:15 
Multitrack 1: Top 20 15:45 Sports 
Round-up 16:00 World News I&99 24 
Hours: News Summary 16:30 Sport- 
sworld 16:45 Recording of the Week 
17:00 Outlook, opening with 5-minute 
News 18.-00 Radio Newsreel 18:15 A 
Jolly Good Show I<M» World News 
19:09 News About Britain 19:15 Omni- 
bus 19^5 The World Today 20:00 
World News 20:09 Commentary 20:15 
Citizens 20A5 Sports Roundup 21:00 
Newsdcsk 2 1:30 Development '88 


22:00 Outlook, opening with News 
Summary 22J9 Stock Market Report 
22M Sportsworld 23:00 World News 
23:09 Twenty-Four Hours: News Sum- 
mary 23 J0 Meridian 24:00 News Sum- 
mary followed by Country Snorics 
00:15 Juste Plain Madness OOJO Every 
Poem an Epitaph 01:90 World New* 
01:09 Tbe World Today 0105 Book 
Choice 91 JO Financial News 01:40 
Reflections 01:45 Sports Roundup 
02HM World News 02^9 Commentary 
02:15 From the Proms 

VOICE OF 
AMERICA 

MW 1260 & SW 7200. 9565. 11740. 
11925 and 15210 Hz 

07 KW News 07:10 Newsline 07:30 VOA 
Morning 08:00 News 08:10 Newsline 

08 JO VOA Morning 09:00 News 09:10 
Newsline 09-JO VOA Morning 18:00 
News 18:10 Newsline 1800 Music 
USA 19*0 News 19:10 Focus 19:30 
Special English News $ Features 2th 00 
News 20:10 Newsline 20 JO Magazine 
Show 21:00 News 21:10 Focus 21J0 
Special English News & Features 22:00 
News 22:10 News&ne America 22J0 
Musk USA 2340 News & Editorial 
23:15 Musk USA Jazz 24:00 News 
00:10 World Report 

CULTURAL 
CENTRES 
& LIBRARIES 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Tel. 661026/7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre library 641520 

British Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637TO9 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181/6 

Y.W.C.A 641793 

Y.W.M.A 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 6371 1 1 

Ufliv. of Jordan Library 843555 

Abdul Hamid Shoman 

Foundation 672541 

Amman Municipal Library 6371 1 1 

MUSEUMS 
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ages, plus a small planetarium at the 
Haya Arts Centre. Open all week 9:00 
a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. ■ 6:00 
p.m. Closed on Friday. 

FoOdore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jcrash f4tb io 18ih 
centuries). Tbe Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m.-S p.m. 
Year-round. Tel. 651760. 

Jordan Archaeologies Museum; Has 
an excellent collection of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jahaf A! Qal’a 
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holidays 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gallery: Contains a 
collection of paintings, ceramics, and 
sculptures by contemporary Islamic 
artists from most of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a collection of paintings by 
19th Century orientalist artists. Munta- 
zah. JabaJ Luweibdch. Opening hours: 
10.00 a.m. - 1.30 p.m. and 3.00 p.m.- 
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630128. 
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memorabilia daring from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City. Amman. 
Opening hours 9.00 a.m.-4.00 p.m. 
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Tbe Amman Uons Club. Meetings 
every first and third Wednesday a( Ihc 
Regency Palace Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
Uons Philadelphia Chib. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday al 
the Ammon Hotel, 7.30 p.m. 
Philadelphia Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn, 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Gob. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel, 2.00 
p.m. 

Royal Automobile Club. JabaJ Am- 
man. Eighth Cirdc. Tel. 815261. 
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18:30 Maghreb 
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CHURCHES 


JabaJ Amman. Tel. 624590. 

Church of tbe Aanundatioa (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdch, Tel. 
637440. 

De fa SaOe Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Tel. 661757. Sunday 
English mass (summer time 6 p.m.. 
winter time 5 p.m.). 

Temmota Church (Roman Catholic), 
Jabal Luweibdch, mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday at 5J0 
p.m. Tel: 622366 

Church of tbe Annunciation (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. Tel. 623541. 
Anglican Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman. Tel. 625383. 
chaplain's residence, (el. 601359 
Arme nian Catholic Church Ashrafieh, 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashra- 
fieh. Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieh, Tel. 77i751. 

Amman International Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets al Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeiuni. Tel. 
685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church (Church 
of the Good Shepherd) Amman. Ara- 
bic Service: Sunday 7 p.m. Rev. N. 
Smir 811295. 

Rainbow Congregation, (meets at the 
Good Shepherd's Church) 
Inierdenominalional-ccumcnical En- 
glish Service: Saturday 6:30 p.m. Tel. 
822605. Rev. Veli. 

Tbe Church of Jen Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints (Mormon) Tel. 815817. 
821264. 
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AIRPORT 


77us information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian ( RJ ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (081 53200-5. where u 
should always tv verified. 

arrivals 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


Stt Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 05sJO Singapore. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 


tOH# Aqaba (RJ) 

•0:15 Jeddah (RJ) 

•0:30 Cairo (RJ) 

•0:4® Kuwait (RJ) 

10:45 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10-.55 Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

tlrOO Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

11=00 Lamsca, Damascus (RJ) 

17:30 Montreal. New York (RJ) 

18:10 Istanbul (RJ) 

18:20 Athens (RJ) 

18:55 ....Copenhagen, Frankfurt (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

13:20 Cairo (MS) 

13=30 Muscat, Abu Dhabi, Doha (GF) 

13=30 Moscow (SU) 

14:30 Bucharest (RO) 

1405 Kuwait (KU) 

15:45 Tripoli (LN) 

16:00 Riyadh (SV) 

17:00 ....... Baghdad (1A) 

I8.-00 Dubai (EK) 

18:05 Rome (AZ) 

20:10 Zurich, Lamaca (SR) 

20:15 Beirut (ME) 

01. -00 London. Cairo (BA) 

DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 

07:45 Aqaba (RJ) 

12.-00 .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

12:10 Athens (RJ) 

I2J0 Frankfurt. Brussels ( RJ) 

12:40 Istanbul (RJ) 

12:45 Rome. Madrid (RJ) 

13:00 Geneva. London f RJ) 

13:15 Paris (RJ) 

20:30 Dhahran(RJ) 

»40 Kuwait (RJ) 

20:45 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

21:10 Cairo (RJ) 

21:15 Vienna. Miami (RJ) 

21 JO Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 

09:15 Beirut (ME) 

14:05 Cairn (MS) 

14:30 Bahrain. Abu Dhabi. Muscat IGF] 

15H» Moscow (SU) 

15 JS Kuwait (KU | 

15:50 Bucharest (RO) 

16:45 Kuwait (LN) 

17:40 Riyadh (SV) 

18:00 Baghdad (IA) 

18:55 Damascus (AZ) 

19:00 Dubai (EK) 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


It's will be rather hot with light and 
variable winds. In Aqaba, it will be hot 
with northerly fresh winds and seas 
calm. 

Mm ./max. temp. 

Amman 20/35 

Aqaba 25/4(1 

Deserts '. 20 1 37 

Jordan Valley 23/39 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 36. Aqaba 42. Humidity readings: 
Amman 15 per cent. Aqaba 23 per 
cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Payer Jalliiqah 815541 

Dr. Hussein Haddad 731267 

Dr. Adrian Zaehloal 898140 

Dr. TaysirA! Sa'di 675952 

Finis pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascnu pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeismi pharmacy 637660 

TAXIS: 

Ahramuxi 663911 

Zaid taxi 664476 

Khayyam taxi 641541 

Cairo taxi K19157 

Jordan taxi 623050 

Kurdi taxi 841309 

KB ID: 

Dr. Atailah Naser (— ) 

Al Sharaa* pharmacy 985238 

ZABQAs 

Dr. Mousa ’ Awdah ( — i 

Khififeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Civil Defence Directorate 66)11] 

Civil Defence immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Pobec 192,6211)1.637777 

Fire Brigade 198.891228 

Blood Bask 778303 


Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 639141 

Public Security Directorate 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176. 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality . 

Com plain is 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 12- 

Ovcrseas Calls J7 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 U 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 648411 . 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airpori 08-52000 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 8138U/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn ... 64428116 
Akileh Maternity. J. Anjn.... 642441*2 . 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisant 664171/4 

Sftnmisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasncr Hospital 667227/9 

ThcIslamK.Abdafi 666127/37. 

At- Anil. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, ALMuhajrecn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 775111/26- 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 602240/3) 

£sS5.r p “ wi5S 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Z-irqa National Hospital .. (09)991071* 
jlmSwia Hospital (09)986732 

PrinccwBasma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (021 2 72 2 75 
ItmAINafecs Hospital (02)247100 

Av/ABA; 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111-- 

general 

Ministry of Information 641467 - 

Ministry of ihc Interior 663111 

Ministry of Tourism 642311 * 

Dnvmg Licences Depr 892283 

foreigners and Frontiers Dept. 622108 
892408 

Corporation...,,, 638302 
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Crown 
Prince 
receives 
udi 
nee 


£lpN (Petra, J.T.) — His 
iw Highness Crown Prince 
the Regent, received at 
fteas^thc Regent, received at the 
bifln Governor of Tabouk Pro- 
vina Prince Fahd ibn Sultan Ibn 
AbduI Aziz who conveyed King 
pjLbd lba Abdul Aziz’s greetings 
to Ha Majesry King Hussein and 

$e Regent. 

-During the meeting, the two 
sides reviewed bilateral coopera- 
tion in the presence of Interior 
Minister Rajai Dajani and other 
officials. 

Also Monday, Prince Fahd 
axonmanied by Dajani, visited 
one ot the Special Forces' units. 

The gnest was received by 
ffis Royal Highness Prince 
Abdnfiafa Ibn Al Hussein, the 
commander of the Special 
Forces, and a number of officers. 

The Special Forces’ commander 
briefed the guest on the establish- 
ment and development of these 
forces. 

Dajani held a separate meeting 
with Prince Fahd during which 
they reviewed bilateral relations 
ana issues of common interest. 

Border security questions, 
transit and travel of citizens from 
both countries across the com- 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, Monday receives in his office Saudi Prince 


Fahd Ibn Sultan Ibn Abdul Aziz, governor of 
Tabouk. 


mon border and other topics were 
also discussed at the meeting. 

The Saudi prince arrived in 
Amman Sunday night at the head 
of an official delegation on a 
five-day visit to Iordan for talks 
with senior government officials. 

The Saudi prince was received 
by Prime Minister Zaid Rifai in 
the presence of Interior Minister 
Rajai Dajani and the meeting was 
dedicated to discussions on 
Jordanian- Saudi Arabian coop- 
eration. 

His Majesty King Hussein’s 
advisor on tribal affairs and Sdbdi 


Arabian Ambassador to Jordan 
were present at the meeting. 

Prince Fahd, accompanied by 
Minister of Interior Rajai Dajani, 
visited the Royal Scientific Socie- 
ty (RSS), and met with its Presi- 
dent Jawad Al Anani, who 
briefed him on the society's prog- 
rammes am. development. 

Anani expressed hope that the 
RSS will be a tie to launch scien- 
tific cooper: !ion programmes 
with Saudi Arabian research cen- 
tres. 

The meeting was attended by 
Dr. Adnan Badran, the Higher 


Council of Science and Technolo- 
gy secretary general, who spoke 
on his department’s mission to 
link technological programmes 
with national development 
schemes. 

Dr. Anani later presented the 
visitor with the RSS’s shield to 
commemorate his visit. 

The Civil Defence Department 
was the next stop in Prince Fahd’s 
tour; and senior department offi- 
cials briefed the guest on the 
various duties of the civil defence 
services in the Kingdom. 
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Seminar to discuss Arab 
World political regimes 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A seminar on 
political regimes in the Arab 
World will open Tuesday at the 
Regency Hotel in Amman under 
the patronage of His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent. 

The Seminar is organised by 
the Arab Political Science Asso- 
ciation in cooperation with the 
University of Jordan according to 
the association’s executive board 
director Professor Kamel Abu 
Jaber. 

Abu Jaber told the Jordan 


Times that Prince Hassan will 
deliver the opening address ro the 
meeting which is expected to last 
three days. 

The meeting he added will 
tackle the political situations in 
different parts of the Arab 
World, regional and international 
developments and inter-Arab re- 
lations. 

Abu Jaber said working papers 
from Algeria, Egypt, Syria Pales- 
tine, Jordan and other Arab 
states and the Arab League will 
be reviewed by the participants. 


Concorde lands in Aqaba 


AQABA (Petra, J.T.) — A Brit- 
ish Airways Concorde landed 
here Monday with 100 tourists, 
who will spend four days in Jor- 
dan touring archaeological sites 
and other places of interest. 

The Concorde trip, which is 
organised in cooperation with 
Goodwood Travel Agency of the 
U.K., is the second-of its kind to 
Jordan following a similar suc- 
cessful trip organised by the agen- 
cy last year on His Majesty King 
Hussein’s birthday, which falls on 
Nov. 14. 

Minister of Tourism Zuhair 


Ajlouni was at Aqaba to welcome 
the visitors along with a number 
of local officials. 

The tourists were presented 
with bouquets of flowers upon 
disembarking from the plane as 
the Public Security Department 
brass bands played national 
tunes. 

The tourists will be taken to 
sites in Aqaba, Petra, and Wadi 
Rum, before flying by Concorde 
to Amman to visit Jerash, the 
Dead Sea and other areas. The 
tours include a trip by train to a 
number of regions. 


Jordan to mark Arab 
Child Day on Oct 3 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will 
celebrate Arab Child Day on 
Oct. 3 under the patronage of 
Her Majesty Queen Noor under 
the slogan “the development and 
protection of children — a 
national priority,” according to 
an announcement here Monday 
by Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
(NHF). 

The announcement said that 
the celebration comprises a set of 
programmes which include book 


and art exhibition for children, 
children plays and competitions, 
health and social activities, semi- 
nars and lectures in a number of 
regions. 

The event, the announcement 
said, aims to orient the members 
of the public on the importance of 
child care and to underline the 
importance of family participa- 
tion in child care and services 
programmes. 


NATIONAL news briefs 


AMBASSADORS RECE1VESD: Deputy Prime Minis- 

ter and Education Minister Dhuqan Al Hindawi Monday discussed 
with Kuwaiti Ambassador in Amman Sulaiman Salem Al Fisam 
existing relations and means of developing them, particularly in 
education. He also received Omani Ambassador Bashir Faraj and 
UAE Ambassador Abdullah Al Shurafa at the end of their tour of 
duty. 

COUNCILS APPRECIATE DEBT WAIVER: Heads of municip- 
al councils in Irbid met to discuss the government's decision to waive 
JD 13 million owing from water bills and land appropriations, and 
later sent cables to His Majesty King Hussein, His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan and Prime Minister Zaid Rifai expressing 
appreciation and gratitude. 
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f WHAT’S GOING ON A 

The fo Honing listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 


* Art exhibition: “Contemporary Arab Artists,*’ at Al Wasfti 
Gallery, Plaza Hotel. 

* Art exhibition by Omar Al Basoul, at the Housing Bank 

* Complex. 

* “The Individual, Sport and Olympic Games** Book Exhibit, at 
the American Centre. 

* Book exhibition, at the Professional Association Complex. 

* Book exhibition, at Al Wahtfa Cooperative Society, Jabal 
Nozba. 

* FoOdoric exhibition, at the Al Manarah Social Development 
Society, Al Manarah. 

* Photo exhibition entitled “Tourist Tours*’ to mark the World 
Tourism Day, at the Soviet Cultural Centre. 

* An exhibition of paintings by Mohammad Sbamseddine, at the 
Petra Bank Gallery. 


* An exhibition of antiquities of Tell Abu Hamid agricultural 
settlem ent in the Jordan Valley, at the French Cultural Centre. 

MUSIC 

* America’s music “Dixieland,’’ at the American Centre — 7:00 
p.m. 

FILM 

* °PoHsfc film, “An Epbfthat for Barbara RadzvO, Drama,*’ at the 
Royal Cultural Centre — 8:00 pan. 

* A film entitled “In the Middle of the Heart,*’ at the Goethe 
Institute — 8 JO p.m. 

* A film entitled “Animal Farm,” at the British Coond I — 7:00 
p.m. 

* A feature Ohn (video) on Soviet art, at the Soviet Cultural 
Centre — 5 JO p.m. 

DIALOGUE 

* Dr. Mubarak A wad and Mr. Eirenstat exchange views with Dr. 
WaUd Al Sa’di on the Middle East peace process and the 
Palestinian question, at the American Centre — 4:00 p.m. 

LECTURE 

* Dr. Moawiy&h Ibrahim gives a lecture on “Poa-TeU Abu Hamid 

and early Gty-Staus in Jordan,** at the Frew* Cultural Centre j 
— 7:00 p.m. J 

V, ^ 


RALLY IN SALT: A public rally was Monday held at Uqbah Ibn 
Nafi’ secondary school in Salt in support of the Sudanese people. The 
governor ofBalqa’ delivered a speech explaining the scale of damage 
to the Sudanese economy as a result of the latest floods. Other 
speeches were also delivered urging the citizens to make contribu- 
tions to the Sudanese people. It was decided, during the rally, to 
form 14 committees from various parts of the govern orate to collect 
contributions. 

WASTEWATER SEMINAR: Participants in a seminar on the 
recycling of treated wastewater Monday beard a number of lectures 
and reviewed working papers dealing with germs in waste water, 
means of protecting the public and harmful effects on the agricultural 
projects. 

KHATIB RETURNS FROM SWEDEN: Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Hisham Al Khatib returned to Amman Monday 
following a visit to Sweden where he discussed Jordanian-Swedish 
cooperation in solving environmental problems. 

MA'AN EDUCATION: The Ministry of Education has embarked 
on a number of projects in Ma’an governors te at the cost of JD 
k 926,000. The ministry is setting up a new educational department, 
warehouses, and a library. 

ISLAMIC EXHIBITION: An Islamic book exhibition and charity 
bazaar were Monday opened at the University of Jordan's Islamic 
Cultural Centre with books covering a wide-range of subjects. 

FUHAIS TROUPE TO VISIT IRAQ: The Fbhais folk troupe will 
take part in the Babylon cultural festival in Iraq and will present a 
number of performances and national dances. The troupe, which was 
created in 1982, has taken part in similar festivals in Jerash, and 
Carthage in Tunisia. 

FOOD CONTAMINATION: The Zarqa municipality has des- 
troyed three tonnes of contaminated food supplies found to be unfit 
for human consumption. Municipality health officials said a total of 
25 tonnes of rotten food has been destroyed in Zarqa since the 
beginning of 1988. 

AZRAQ COOPERATIVES: The Jordan Cooperative Organisa- 
tion (ICO) Monday organised a seminar in Azraq for local 
cooperatives to discuss their activities and programmes. The seminar 
dwelt particularly on the activities of the Azraq* society for salt 
re finin g which has been operating a JD 914,000 plant, and another 
by a cooperative society for breeding fish in fresh water, a project 
which cost JD 109,000. 

CENTRAL HEATING: The Housing Corporation Director Gener- 
al has set up technical committees to supervise the operation of 
central heating systems for the Abu Nuseir housing estate north west 
of Amman. He said that the committees will take charge of the boilers, 
and the central hearing networks as of the beginning of next month. 

UNIVERSITY CONSULTATIONS: The University of Jordan and 
the Italian University of Trieste Monday signed in Amman a 
programme for scientific and technical cooperation between the 
Faculty of Agriculture at the University of Jordan and the Desert and 
Desertification department at Trieste University. The programme 
includes cooperation and coordination in the field of scientific 
research, and combat of desertification. Earlier, the university’s Vice 
President for Administrative Affairs and Dean of Students’ Affairs 
Monday met with the visiting Vice President of Al Zaqaziq 
University in Egypt, and an accompanying delegation. 




Hamzeh stresses importance of political will 

‘With commitment, maternal 
mortality can be halved by 2000* 


By Sana Atiyeh 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — “Commitment to accomplish” was 
clearly the key slogan at the end of a three-day 
regional conference on safe motherhood at which 
thirteen countries pledged to continue efforts to 
elimina te maternal mortality and Improve maternal 
health. 


At a press conference held at 
the end of the meetings. Minister 
of Health Zaid Hamzeh said “all 
countries participating in the con- 
ference pledged continued com- 
mitment towards halving mater- 
nal mortality in the Arab World 
by the year 2000.” 

“It is a hidden catastrophe 
when half a million pregnant 
women die each year, 99 per cent 
of them in the Third World, from 
causes that can be prevented. We 
must face this with a commitment 
to reduce this unnecessarily high 
rate,” Hamzeh said. 

He added that in order to 
reduce maternal mortality by 
half, the most important aspect is 
the political will to do so. By 
sticking to the principle of prim- 
ary health care, the minister be- 
lieves that this goal can be 
reached. 

“By developing and increasing 
primary health care centres, in- 
cluding mother and child care, 
and family planning, the goal can 
be achieved if there is commit- 
ment,” be stated, adding that 
primary health care is very inex- 
pensive. 

Asked what the maternal mor- 
tality rate in Jordan was, Hamzeh 
said there were no accurate statis- 
tics, but that one of the recom- 
mendations of the conference 
calls on comprehensive studies to 
be conducted. These would pro- 


vide the base to work with in the 
Arab World. 

He went on to say that while 
the Arab countries have experts 
in maternity health care, interna- 
tional organisations — the World 
Health Organisation (WHO), the 
United Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA), the United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and 
the World Bank — cooperate 
with these countries to improve 
the status of mothers. 

“We have plenty of informa- 
tion in this field, and we know the 
causes of maternal mortality. So 
we are now on our way to solving 
this problem,'* Hamzeh com- 
mented. 

Sudanese Minister of Health 
Obaj Mo hamma d Mousa, who 
was also at the press conference, 
said that many of the recom- 
mendations, which still have to be 
endorsed by the participating 
health ministers from six Arab 
countries, are very practical and 
have crucial importance to 
Sudan. 

“We have a very high rate of 
maternal mortality in Sudan, 
mainly because of transportation 


problems, especially after the 
latest floods. We need transport 
facilities for medical teams to 
reach their patients in time,” 
Mousa said. 

The minister did not quote a 
figure for total aid received by 
Sudan for the flood victims, but 
said that “65 to 70 per cent of tbe 
relief was from Arab countries, 
including Jordan, whose gjfcs we 
deeply appreciate. ” He added 
that a Palestinian medical team 
has also come to the North Afri- 
can country to assist in any way 
they can. 

Tbe Health Minister of tbe 
Democratic Republic of Yemen 
also spoke at the press confer- 
ence, saying that there are no 
bilateral health relations between 
his country and Jordan besides 
trade protocol in medicines. 

“We don’t have a problem with 
medical professionals in South 
Yemen, but we might lack doc- 
tors in certain specialised fields. 
My Jordanian colleague and I will 
discuss on improving bilateral re- 
lations,” the minister said. 

He added that his country has a 
“family law” by which women’s 
rights have been improved. “For* 
example, they have rights to 
education, careers, maternity 
leave — and polygamy has been 
banned. We learn new lessons 
everyday from other countries as 
to bow we can improve tbe stan- 
dard of living,” the visiting minis- 
ter noted. 

World Bank representative 
Fred Sai spoke on the results of 


the Safe Motherhood conference 
held in Nairobi, Kenya, last year, 
saying achievements have been 
very satisfactory. 

“Firsr of all, titer is a keen 
interest in following up the Nairo- 
bi conference (i.e. the Amman 
conference), and the financial 
targets for proposed programmes 
have been adequately reached,” 
Sai said. 

He added that another achieve- 
ment of last year’s conference is 
that research proposals on this 
subject have come in, and "there 
is an on-going dialogue on re- 
search." 

“Also, within the World Bank, 
the message has gone out that 
primary health care projects 
should reflect priority concern in 
this area,” Sai added. 

The WHO representative at 
the conference, R. Cooke, said 
that due to research, the dimen- 
sions of the problem are coming 
into clear focus, and that con- 
cerned parties are “gathering 
know-how in techniques that 
would be applicable in the de- 
veloping countries." 

“There has been a growing 
commitment since the Nairobi 
conference, and we are hardening 
both our commitment and our 
knowledge.” Cooke said. He 
added that countries like Sweden 
and Norway have also increased 
the proportion of aid they allo- 
cate to the improvement of 
maternal health in developing 
countries. 


Bulgaria praises Jordan’s 
efforts for Mideast peace 


Diplomats’ 

club 

reopens in 
Amman 


By a Jordan Tiroes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Diplomats came 
together Monday evening at the 
first meeting of the season for the 
International Club for Diplo- 
mats. 

Die cocktail party, held at tbe 
Holiday Inn, marked the opening 
of the fifth season of the Interna- 
tional Club for Diplomats, which 
was established for “social and 
cultural reasons.” 

According to the president of 
the club's steering committee, 
Nagui Al Gbacrifi, the dub was 
started because social round in 
Jordan was quiet, especially for 
younger diplomats. 

Over the past five years, the 
dub has expanded to include over 
60 male and female members, 
who attend on average once a 
month. 

Activities indude cocktail par- 
ties, dinner and dance, lunches 
with speakers, excursions to sites 
throughout the Kingdom and 
trips around tbe region, said 
Ghatrifi who is presently counsel- 
lor at the Egyptian embassy. 

Several activities are sponsored 
by the various ministries. “We 
are given every assistance ind lad- 
ing lunch and transportation,” 
said former stealing committee 
president, David Whitehead, 
who is also Information Officer at 
the British Embassy. 

In addition, the dub, which is 
restricted to diplomats in Jordan 
(ambassadors excepted), pro- 
vides its members with a “dis- 
count list” of bookstores, hotels, 
supermarkets, doctors and de- 
ntists. 

“Individual (professionals and 
owners) have offered discounts 
for the club members,” said 
Whitehead. 

Speaking in his individual 
capacity as a dub member, 
Whitehead voiced his apprecia- 
tion for the availability of such 
club in Jordan. 

“The club has grown over the 
past two to three years. There are 
many events, such as visiting the 
King Hussein Bridge, which we 
would not have been able to do 
without the dub,” said White- 
head who described other events 
held by the dub as “superb.” 

Activities are compiled in a 
programme during the siearing 
committee's monthly meeting. 
Each committee is elected for a 
one year term, renewable for an 
additional term, by the members 
during a general meeting towards 
the end of April or beginning of 
May. 

Die dub is not housed on any 
individual property. Whitehead 
said that hotels or any other 
available space is used. 


SOFIA (Petra) — Bulgaria’s first 
Vice-President Pietur Tanchev 
has paid tribute to Jordan's con- 
tribution to establishing peace in 
the Middle East, and referred to 
His Majesty King Hussein’s talks 
with Soviet Leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev during his visit to the 
Soviet Union as having had a great 
impact on Bulgaria and the rest of 
the world. 

Tancbcv was speaking during a 
meeting with Upper House of 
Parliament Speaker Ahmad Law- 
zi and tbe Jordanian delegation to 
the International Parliamentary 
Union (IPU) meeting in the 
Bulgarian capital. 

“The whole world is now 
oriented towards peace and the 
end of all conflicts and sources of 
tension, especially in the wake of 
the superpower summit confer- 
ence in Moscow,’’ Tancbev 


noted. He said Bulgaria hopes 
that peace will be established in 
the Middle East region. 

“Israel’s practices in the occu- 
pied Arab territories and its rep- 
ressive measures against the 
.Palestinian people ran contrary to 
the peace-oriented world com- 
munity's objectives and aspira- 
tions. and the Jewish state's ex- 
pansionist policies in disregard of 
international public opinion is 
totally unrealistic,’’ Tanchev 
added. 

The Bulgarian leader renewed 
an invitation from tbe Bulgarian 
president to His Majesty King 
Hussein to pay an offidal visit to 
Bulgaria, a visit which, he said, 
would have a great political sig- 
nificance. 

For his pan, Lawzi voiced Jor- 
dan’s deep appreciation of Bul- 
garia’s support for the just Arab 


causes and the Palestinian peo- 
ple. “Jordani an -Bulgarian rela- 
tions are unique, and aim at 
serving the cultural and trade 
interests of the two countries.” 

Referring to the 7 50 Jordanian 
students studying in Bulgaria 
Lawzi said they were enjoying 
good care and hospitality from 
die host country. 

Referring to the Middle East 
question, Lawzi noted that His 
Majesty King Hussein was 
oriented towards regional and in- 
ternational peace, and is keen on 
removing all sources of tension 
world-wide. 'Tor this reason, he 
was intensifying his efforts with 
the Western and Eastern coun- 
tries to stop tbe Iran- Iraq war, 
end tbe Afghanistan conflict, and 
be continues his endeavours to 
bring peace to tbe Middle East 
region.” 


Abu Taleb receives French army chief 


AMMAN (Petra) — French 
Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gil- 
bert Forray met in Amman Mon- 
day with Army Chief of Staff 
Fathi Abu Taleb and heard a 
briefing on tbe development of 
tbe Jordanian Armed Forces. 

The French guest was officially 
welcomed upon arrival at tbe 
armed forces general headquar- 


ters where he met with senior 
army officers. 

Forray later visited tbe Mar- 
tyr’s Monument and inspected 
items on display inside tbe monu- 
ment relating the stoiy of the 
Jordanian Armed Forces de- 
velopment and different types of 
weapons used by them over the 
years. 

Accompanied by French 


Ambassador to Jordan Patrick 
Ledercq, Forray visited tbe 
Royal War College and was 
briefed on its duties and prog- 
rammes. 

Forray, who arrived here Sun- 
day evening on a four-day visit to 
Jordan, will later meet with other 
Jordanian officials and tour milit- 
ary positions and ardiaeological 
sites in the Kingdom. 


J AMPCO concludes new deal 
to export vegetables to Europe 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan 
Agricultural Marketing and Pro- 
cessing Company (JAMPCO) has 
concluded contracts with coun- 
tries of the European Community 
(EC) as well as Sweden and 
Austria to sell them 5.000 tonnes 
of Jordanian agricultural pro- 
ducts in the 1988-1989 agricultu- 
ral season, JAMPCO Director 
General Ghazi Abn Hassan 
announced Monday. 

He said that as of early Novem- 
ber 1988, JAMPCO will start 
shipping tomatoes, cucumbers, 
sweet and hot pepper, beans, 
eggplants and marrows, and con- 
tacts are underway to sell other 
shipments to Holland and Bel- 
gium later on. 

Contacts are also underway 
with Lebanon to sell Jordanian 
crops in return for Lebanese ap- 
ples, Abu Hassan noted. 

He said plans are being made 
to import 5,000 tonnes of apples, 
and 400 tonnes of garlic from 
Syria in partial settlement of the 
cost of Jordanian products im- 
ported earlier by the Syrian State 
Corporation for Fruits and 
Vegetables. 

Jordan earlier this month sent 
an experimental shipment of agri- 
cultural products to Djibouti via 
Egypt, and plans are underway to 
organise future shipments by air 
directly to that country, Abu 
Hassan added. 

Referring to the new agree- 
ments with the European Com- 


munity (EC) Abu Hassan said 
JAMPCO bad been in the prac- 
tice of bartering agricultural 
crops with Arose countries for 
their fruit imported by Jordan, 
but after the latest agreement the 
Europeans will settle the deal in 
foreign currency now that Euro- 
pean markets have become famil- 
iar with the high-quality Jorda- 
nian products. 

Abu Hassan said JAMPCO, 
which takes charge of import- 
export operations and meeting 
tbe needs of the local market of 
agricultural produce, has recently 
interfered with local merchants 
who used to sell locally produced 
apples for exhorbitant prices. 

The local merchants used to 
store large consignments of ap- 
ples, supplying the markets only 
with a trickle so as to ensure the 
largest possible profit margin, 
Abu Hassan explained. 

JAMPCO solved the problem 
by purchasing the apples directly 
from the local fanners selling . 
them in the market for reason- 


able prices, he added. 

On JAMPCO’s programmes, 
Abu Hassan said the company 
has received 42,665 tonnes of 
locally produced tomatoes from 
the Jordan Valley and the high 
regions during the present sea- 
son. which will be processed at 
the company plants. 

Die company also produced 
5,849 tonnes of tomato paste of 
which 2,000 tonnes have been 
exported to Egypt and 1 ,000 ton- 
nes to Iraq at competitive prices, 
while it offered the rest for sale in 
the local markets, Abu Hassan 
pointed out. 

He said the comj&ny has final- 
ised work on a fruit juice proces- 
sing plant which will start produc- 
tion by Jan. 15. “This plant will 
have a capacity of 20.Q00 tonnes 
of juice annually, and will be 
processing fruits produced in the 
Jordan Valley, Abu Hassan 
noted. 

He said contacts are underway 
to market tbe plant’s products. 
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Lebanon — a temporary 
split? 

THE failure of the Lebanese parliament to elect a new 
president prior to the end of the term of President Amin 
Getnayd September 24 has brought Lebanon, the whole of 
Lebanon, into yet another abyss. 

The string of crises which erupted some fourteen years 
ago in Lebanon does not seem to end in spite of its high cost 
in human and material terms. The latest paralysis in the 
Lebanese political structure gave birth to two “govern- 
ments” competing for acceptance, recognition and legitima- 
cy, both locally and interpationally. 

Some observers view this most recent setback as an 
additional degeneration that could herald a de facto 
partition of Lebanon. This pessimistic projection may not be 
borne out by developments in Lebanon, as negative and as 
serious as they are. 

To begin with, both rival governments of Prime Minister 
Salim Hoss and General Michel Aoun, who was also 
appointed as prime minister by ex-Praident Gemaye! 
literally minutes before the end of his six-year term of office, 
view themselves as temporary and transitory, with the sole 
purpose of acting as caretaker governments until true 
legitimacy is restored to Lebanon upon the election of a new 
president. 

Moreover, both Hoss and Aoun regard themselves as the 
governments of the whole of Lebanon, thus repudiating the 
thesis that the existing political phase in Beirut is a prelude 
to a de jure partition of Lebanon. Both “governments” are 
engaged in contacts with major powers internationally and 
regionally, including Syria, which enjoys a special role in 
Lebanon. 

Under these circumstances, the energies of both “govern- 
ments” most converge on the election of a new president in 
the shortest possible time, as the only viable and permanent 
guarantee against the division of Lebanon by petty sectarian 
and special interests. 



EDITORIALS 


TWO of the local Arabic dailies Monday commented on the government’s 
decision to write off bills due for payment by municipal councils, 
describing jt as a constructive step to promote the work of municipalities. 
The decision means that the government realises the heavy burdens 
shouldered by the local councils and strives to help them carry out their 
dudes, A1 Ra’i daily said in its editorial. But it said this decision should 
prompt ail citizens to pay their dues to the municipal councils and 
cooperate with them in a manner that would ensure the continuation of 
such services. The decision also means that the local councils can now 
benefit from government assistance for two years, which serves as a 
breathing space, enabling them to reorganise their work and resume full 
services at the best possible level, the paper added. The newspaper 
Concluded by saying: The government decision came at a time when the 
councils were in utmost need of financial help, thus reflecting a genuine 
keenness by the Kingdom's leadership in helping local councils 

For its part Ai Dustour daily said that writing off some JD 13 million due 
for payment by municipalities for (and appropriation and water bills, has 
removed a heavy burden from the local councils., This step wilUno doubt 
give these councils a new impetus and a new opportunity to carry out 
projects and fulfil their mission, the paper noted. It described this step as 
positive and reflecting His Majesty King Hussein's keenness on caring for 
his people. 

AI Shaab daily referred to His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hasson's 
visit to the Jordan University of Science and Technology Sunday and his 
speech in which he advocated proper planning for all projects. The paper 
backed the Prince's idea of offering students a chance to move to their 
own environment and offer services to their local community. Prince 
Hassan’s call for the employment of conscripts and other young men and 
women in various social and economic services is bound to gain the youth 
considerable experience in life, enabling them to adapt to future needs, 
the paper concluded. 
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ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

Yes for a Palestinian state 

A GUEST columnist for AJ Dustour Arabic daily calls on the 
Palestinians*^ be realistic and accept the idea of recognising 
Israel in return for an independent Palestinian state. Nimer 
Serhan says in his article: “I do not speak on behalf of ail the 
Pales tinians but as a single individual in a future Palestinian state 
for which we are paying in blood and sufferings. In return for 
an independent state in Palestine... I say ... we ought to recognise 
Israel; and had I been a member of the Palestine National Council 
which is to convene shortly I would strongly advocate my views,” 
Serhan adds. The writer expresses the view that the establishment 
of an independent Palestinian state can never come about under 
the present circumstances without recognising Israel. “I would say 
to those who demand a liberation of Palestine from the River 
Jordan to the Mediterranean, that they represent our people’s ' 
conscience and strategy; but we will suffice ourselves for now with 
a Palestinian state given us under the U-N. partition resolution, 
even with just setting up a state in the West Bank, the Gaza Strip 
and East Jerusalem," Serhan points out. Let us take a lesson for 
Saiaddin who fought the Crusaders, says the writer, and let us 
accept what is possible at the present. Should we refuse this form 
of state, he says, we are bound to regret our action as we did when 
we refused the 1947 partition resolution. Therefore the writer 
concludes let us be realistic and benefit from the intifada in the 
occupied Arab lands to set up our independent state. 


They kill prisoners too 


Editor’s Note: The Palestinian Human Rights Information Centre 
(PHRIQ in Jerusalem has been publishing an “uprising update,” 
which aims to clarify the existing human rights situation as it develops 
in tiie occupied territories, as the uprising entered its ninth month. 
The information bulletin is distributed in cooperation with the 
Databse Project on Palestinian Human Rights, whose international 
office is in Chicago. These updates are being published in the Jordan 
Tiems as they are received. Included in these information bulletins 
are lists of those lolled during the uprising, as confirmed by the 
International Committee of the Red Cross, lists of detainees, and 
updated human rights reports as they develop. While some sources 
and background material is publicly available, most of the informa- 
tion comes from frist hand reports, Geldwoiier visits to hospitals, 
refugee camps, towns and villages, and from working relationships 
between the PHRJCand other institutions in the occupied territories. 
The materia] is collected and verified in Jerusalem and sent to 
Chicago, where the updates are produced and distributed interna- 
tionally. 


DEATHS IN PRISON: Five peo- 
ple died in prison between Aug. 
11 and 21. Two were shot in 
Ansar 3: the Israelis claimed two 
more as suicides; and the ques- 
tion of custody in the fifth case is 
.unclear. 

Reports on the Aug. 16 Ansar 
3 killings have remained con- 
fused. Asad Jabri Shawwa, 25. 
from Sheja'iya and Ibrahim a- 
Sumoudi, 27. from Yamoun were 
shot, at least one of them at very 
close range. Attorneys were pro- 
hibited from visiting the camp 
Aug. 17 and have had visits and 
conversations strictly supervised 
and censored since. Soldiers who 
spoke informally with attorneys 
Aug. 17 said that the deaths 
occurred in Section B, which con- 
tains both Gaza and West Bank 
prisoners, and that the person 
who shot at least one of the two 
men was standing very close to 
David Tsemach. die commander 
of the prison. They said that the 
prisoners did not attack the sol- 
diers but at the end of the ICRC 
visit had begun shouting about 
the deaths in Or Yehuda and 
about conditions in Ansar. With- 
in five minutes two men had been 
killed and another seriously 
wounded and many were over- 
come with tear gas. The soldiers 
said that a-Sumoudi had been 
killed by tear gas but according to 
his family he was shot. 

According to other reports 
conflict erupted over the question 
of the prisoners working on the 
camp. Tsemach, with another 
two officers. Ratz and Elon, plus 
15 soldiers, opened fire on the 
prisoners. According to this 
source 19 were injured; 26 suf- 
fered burns from tear gas; and 
630 were affected by tear gas. 

Prisoners in Section B were on 
hunger strike Aug. 16 and 17; 
prisoners in another section have 
been on intermittent hunger 
strike since the beginning of Au- 
gust in support of their refusal to 
build the winter prison and in 
protest against general conditions 
in the prison. According to the 
soldiers, prisoners in Section B 
were also refusing to come out of 
their tents either for the counts or 
for other purposes. 

This is not the first time that 
Tsemach is personally accused of 
brutality against prisoners. On 
July 2S. for example. Tsemach, 
accompanied by a large number 
of soldiers, raided Section D: the 
soldiers threw tear gas cannisters 
and beat prisoners. According to 
attorney's reports, Tsemach bru- 


tally beat three prisoners who 
were then placed in solitary con- 
finement for four days. The 
screams and moans of these men 
were heard all over the prison for 
the next three days. 

The killings occurred two days 
after the High Court decided that 
judges should visit the prison to 
investigate complaints about con- 
ditions. No date had been set for 
the visit. The Lawyers Commit- 
tee for Human Rights was sche- 
duled to visit on Aug. 17; they 
were unable to get in. 

The family of Nidal Jamil Mus- 
tafa Bedah, 20. from Beit Hani- 
na. heard of his Aug. 16 death in 
Moscobiya on the radio. The 
Israelis claimed he had commit- 
ted suicide in prison, hanging 
himself with a sheet. According 
to his wife the radio announcer 
mispronounced the name; she 
was convinced it was not her 
husband. Bedah had been 
arrested less than a week before, 
at 11:30 p.m. Aug. 9 police and 
borderguards came to the house 
in the course of arresting 20-30 
young men from the neighbour- 
hood. They asked if' there were 
any men in the house. None of 
the men was home. The police 
then left a paper summoning Be- 
dah and his father to the Mosco- 
biya the next morning; they said 
it concerned the insurance on the 
car. The two reported to Captain 
Eddie at 9:00 the next morning. 
The father wi-s questioned for 
several hours and released. Be- 
dah was detained. Two days later 
the detention was extended. 
When the family protested to 
their attorney, Mohammad Abu 
Ghosh, he replied, "Why are you 
worried. This isn’t an 'Arab coun- 
try. They won’t kill him." The 
family does not believe Bedah 
killed himself: according to them 
he had no reason to. The day 
before his death he had asked for 
clean clothes and cigarettes. 
When the family received the 
body Bedah's teeth were missing 
and his head had been severely 
disfigured from beating. Demon- 
strations erupted at the funeral 
Aug. 17. 

The death of Atta Yusef 
Ahmad Mohammad Iyad, 21, 
from Kalandya, Aug. 1 1 in Dha- 
hariya prison, was also 
announced as suicide. Prisoners 
released from Dhahariya say that 
Iyad had been under interroga- 
tion for over 50 days. Early in the 
interrogation he had become par- 
tially paralysed as a result of a 


head injury; he was unable to 
stand or speak. He was also 
injected with an unknown subst- 
ance. Fellow prisoners who de- 
manded medical treatment for 
him were transferred from Dha- 
hariya. The ICRC was also not 
permitted to see him. Iyad spent 
long periods in solitary confine- 
ment. The day he died be was 
taken to interrogation and beaten 
by two Shin Bet agents and sol- 
diers; they then left the room, 
throwing tear gas into it. Prison- 
ers in nearby rooms were over- 
come by the tear gas. After a time 
the soldiers and Shin Bet re- 
turned. They took Iyad outside, 
bound him hand and foot and 
continued beating him. About 
eight soldiers were involved. 
They then put him in solitary, still 
bound, and threw more tear gas 
in. Two hours later he was dead. 
The body was returned to the 
family the night of Aug. 14; 
according to his family his head 
was so disfigured from beating 
they did not know where to kiss 
him. During the symbolic funeral 
the next day tear gas was thrown 
into the martyr's house. Kalan- 
dya was under curfew until Aug. 



fcver 


Columbus. Ohio, was trying to 
release his grandson from soldiers 
in Beitin July 31. when he had a 
heart attack and died. Ala ’addin 
AI Aghbar, 18. from Nablus, was 
shot in the stomatch Aug. 2 and 
died, in demonstrations protest- 
ing the Aug. 1 expulsion of eight 
Palestinians. Two others were in- 
jured by bullets in that demon- 
stration. Nidal Abdul Karim 


“Iyad spent long periods In solitary con- 
finement. The day he died he was taken to 
interrogation and beaten by two Shin Bet 
agents and soldiers; they then left the 
room, throwing tear gas into it. Prisoners 
in nearby rooms were overcome by the tear 
gas. After a time the soldiers and Shin Bet 
returned. They took Iyad outside, bound 
him hand and foot and continued beating 
him. About eight soldiers were involved. 
They then put him in solitary, still bound, 
and threw more tear gas in. Two hoars 
later he was dead.” 


21 . 

Maysara Ahmad Mattar, 25, 
from Sheikh Radwan. had not 
returned from his work in Tel 
Aviv between Aug. 12 and 19. 
The family was summoned to the 
military governor Aug. 19 and 
'told to go to Jaffa to put up bail 
for him. When they went there 
soldiers told them he was not 
there but in Abu Kbir; that he 
was not arrested but dead. Abu 
Kbir refused to release the body 
to the family. They went back to 
Gaza, where the military gov- 
ernor told them they would re- 
ceive the body after the beginning 
of the nightly curfew. They re- 
ceived the body Aug. 21. 

OTHER DEATHS: Hanni Adel 
a-Turk. 37. from Gaza City, was 
shot July 25 in the shoulder, 
stomach and leg; he died July 28 
in Ahli hospital. Abdul Fattah 
Yusuf Alayan, 24. from Deir Abu 
Daif (Jenin), was shot in the head 
July 20 and died July 28. He was 
buried at 8:00 p.m. with a huge 
demonstration. Ribhi Barakat 
Ka'ed. 67. an American citizen of 
Palestinian origin visiting from 


Abdul Jalil Bouzieh, 16. from, 
Kufl Hareth. was shot in the head 
during a demonstration Aug. 6 
and died in the hospital. Jala! 
Isma'il Abu Khadijeh. 24. from 
Ramallah. died Aug. 4 as the 
result of an explosion in his home 
Aug. 3. Hussein Abdul Rahim 
Asway, 14. from Kalkilya was 
shot in the head in a demonstra- 
tion and died Aug. 9.There were 
demonstrations when the city 
found out about his death. A 
30-year-old was arrested and 
charged wirh planning Asway’s 
funeral. Ahmad Faleh Ali 
Daraghmeh, 17. from Toubas, 
was shot in the chest and killed at 
11:30 p.m. Aug. 10. Jamal Odeh. 
19. from Tulkarm, was killed 
instantly by a bullet in his head 
Aug. 15. The body of Ibrahim 
Sa’afi ’Awadi was found stabbed 
in a well Aug. 17; his family 
believes settlers are responsible. 
During the demonstrations in 
Jenin following Ibrahim 
Sumoudi’s funeral Aug. 18. 9- 
year-old Rasha’ Mazin Arkawi 
was shot in the head as she stood 
on her porch. She died in Jenin 
hospital. Rajah Mohammad 


‘There is only one option for Israel* 


The following are excerpts from an address made by senate 
speaker Ahmad Lawzi to the conference of the International 
Parliamentarian Union that was held in SoGa, Bulgaria Sept. 
19-24. 


THE QUESTION of Palestine is 
one of the most important 
hotbeds of tension that has been 
threatening peace and stability in 
the Middle East and world peace 
over many decades, because in 
fact it is the crux of the conflict in 
our region which is vital to world 
peace and prosperity. It is the 
tragedy of the Palestinian Arab 
people and the occupation by 
Israel of its homeland where it 
has been living for thousands of 
years. This occupation took place 
twenty one years ago. Israel con- 
tinues its aggression and settle- 
ment policy, expels that people, 
confiscates its properties, des- 
troys its houses and denies its 
rights. 

Israel — as you are aware — 
refuses United Nations resolu- 
tions and other peace initiatives 
and proceeds with its racist policy 
totally indifferent to human 
rights, the U.N. Charter and the 
Geneva Convention for the Pro- 
tection of Civilians During War 
and Under Occupation. 

The Palestinian people — in 
the light of the fruitlessness of the 
international efforts for lifting 
oppression — could not find a 
way for its salvation other than 
waging its uprising which went 
into its tenth month and to de- 
clare its rebellion against the 
Israeli occupation and the col- 
onisation of its homeland. 

The whole world hears and 
sees in pain and astonishment and 
disapproves the tragedies of kill- 
ing, terrorism, displacement and 
collective penalties by which 
Israel encounters the stone- 
throwing children, women, old- 
aged persons and unarmed civi- 
lians in the occupied Arab terri- 
tories. 

Israel continues its disregard of 
and indifference to international 
resolutions when it announces 


that Jerusalem, the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip are parts of 
the land of Israel, and that the 
only solution to the question of 
Palestine — in its pretence — lies 
in the Jordanian option and that 
Jordan is Palestine and conse- 
quently it is the alternative home- 
land for the people of Palestine. 

The facts of history, geography 
and international justice expose 
the Zionist plan because they 
regard Jordan is Jordan ana 
Palestine is Palestine. 

Jordan — while continuously 
warning against and condemning 
the Israeli conspircy on Palestine 
and its people; stemming from its 
firm belief in justice and peace 
and its continuous care to carry 
on with its role in the establish- 
ment of a just peace for the 
question of Palestine along with 
all the Arab and international 


parties; in response on its part to 
the request of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO), the 
sole legitimate representative of 
the Palestinian people; and in 
deference to the Arab and inter- 
national trend to support the 
right of the Palestinian people in 
its homeland and its self-deter- 
mination on its soil; Jordan de- 
cided to mismantle its legal and 
administrative links with the 
occupied West Bank so that the 
Israeli reality will be exposed as 
an imperialist country in the face 
of the Palestinian people and the 
legitimate representative thereof, 
the PLO. 

Today Israel has one option in 
front of it, that is the option of 
the Palestinian people ana to deal 
with it and with its organisation in 
order to achieve a comprehensive 
and just solution to the question 
of Palestine within the framework 
of an international conference in 
which shall participate the parties 
to the conflict and the five perma- 
nent members of the U.N. Secur- 


ity Council. 

"Hie other serious issue to 
which the world is addressing its 
attention and care is Iran-Iraq 
W3T. Now after eight years of the 
insistence by Iran to wage this 
destructive war and its continua- 
tion against Iraq, after procras- 
tination that continued for more 
than a year, Iran responded to 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 598 and agreed to stop the 
war. 

I call on our conference to ask 
Iran to give in to the international 
will and to responsibly and sin- 
cerely obligate itself to solve its 
conflict with Iraq and to accept a 
comprehensive, just and peaceful 
settlement by virtue of which it 
recognises Iraq's full right to 
Sbatt AJ Arab, to respect the 
freedom of navigation in the 
Gulf, to accept to live in peace 
within the framework of good 
neighbourhood, and the non-in- 
terference in the internal affairs 
of each of the two countries and 
the other Arab Gulf States. 





WaJeed — AI Dustour 


Hamdan Sawafta, 17, from 
Toubas. was killed by bullets in 
his head and neck Aug. 21. 

SERIOUS INJURIES: Intrauter- 
ine fetal death from tear gas 
continues to be a serious issue. 
One physician estimates that 
there have been at least 400 cases 
in the second and third trimesters 
of pregnancy alone, where the 
relationship between the tear gas 
and the miscarriage is clearer. He 
refuses to speculate about the 
number of first trimester miscar- 
riages caused by the gas. Husan 
village was under curfew from 
July 28 to Aug. 10; tear gas was 
used repeatedly and intensively. 
Three sisters temporarily staying 
in their parents' home, Fatiima 
Mohammad Ahmad Zaoul, 30, 
four months pregnant; Adiyah 
Mohammad Ahmad Zaoul, 25, 
four months pregnant; and Su’ad 
Mohammad Ahmad Zaoul, 20, 
nine months pregnant, all lost 
their babies from the gas. A 
20-year-old woman from Kal- 
kilya, six months pregnant, who 
miscarried from tear gas thrown 
into her home, remained in Itti- 
had hospital in Nablus Aug. 1. In 
Silat AI Harthieh Aug. 10 a 
woman eight months pregnant 
lost her baby after being tear 
gassed; many others were over- 
come by the gas. Partly because 
of the number of extremely long 
curfews during this period, our 
information regarding recent mis- 
carriages is more than usually 
incomplete. 

In addition to the deaths of 


three workers in Or Yehuda 
there have been a number of 
beating attacks on Palestinian 
workers in Israel. Their Jewish 
employers are also beaten when 
they try to defend them. Four 
Hassids (ultra-orthodox Jews) 
poured a bucket of concentrated 
soap over the head of a 24-year- 
old man from Hares (Tolkann) in 
Netanya Aug. 4, blinding him for 
several hours. About 50 more 
Hassids participated in- beating 
him after the soap had been 
poured. Netanya hospital refused 
to treat him, claiming that' there 
was no eye doctor. He was taken 
to Mair hospital in Kfar Saba and 
then to an eye doctor in' Nablus. 

It is impossible to know how 
many people are being Tmrtally 
beaten. Three young people from 
Jabalya, 7, II. and 15, arrested 
July 29, were found near ' the 
fence of Ansar 2 detention centre 
Aug. 2 severely beaten. They 
were treated at the UNRWA 
clinic and then taken back to the 
camp. Among eight people' 
beaten in Gaza City Aug. 3 were 
two 5-year-old boys. Two mental- 
ly retarded people, 12 and 21 
years old, were among those 
beaten and left in the street in 
Jabalya Aug. 7. Injuries in Gaza 
City from beating Aug. 9 include 
people 12-70 years old; one is a 
50-year-old woman. Many peo- 
ple, including young and old peo- 
ple, are beaten in their homes 
-under curfew. As with tear gas 
miscarriages, die curfews make 
that information extremely diffi- 
cult to gather or assess. 


OPEN FORUM 


Terrorists 


TWO Israeli members of a Jewish terrorist organisation, 
announced last week over the Israeli TV that Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir masterminded the assassination ofFotke 
Bemadotte, the appointed U.N. Middle East mediator for the 
Palestine problem In 1948. 

I need perhaps not emphasise, in tins connection, that the 
assassin a tion of Bemadotte was not the first nor the last crime 
committed by Shamir and bis gang against innocent Palestinians 
and British. There is on record a king list of criminal acts 
committed by Sfajunlr, that be was sentenced to death after a fab- 
trial by a British court. 

It is no secret that the two notorious terrorist organisations 
beaded by Shamir and his predecessor, Menachem Begin, woe 
founded solely and wholly to eliminate any body who did not 
Mindly support the creation of a Jewish state on lands belonging to 
the Palestinian Arabs. Bemadotte as a matter offset supported the 
Israeli state, and lost bis life simply because be recommended some 
modifications to tbe frontiers and also recommended the return of 
the refugees who tied their homes because of Jewish terrorism. 

Notwith s t anding bis past criminal record, Shamir receives red 
carpet treatment when be visits Washington, whilst this 
Washington refuses to talk to the PLO which represents the victims 
of Shamir and bis clique, although tbe PLO is now earnestly 
seeking a peaceful and just solution to the 70 year old Palestine 
problem. How does the U.S. government expect to achieve peace in 
tbe Middle East, when she does not talk to one of its prindmd 
parties. 

B.jL Ennab 
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Muslim Umma’s 
common markets 

DURING my last visit to Saudi Arabia for Haj this year I came 
across an article "Towards Greater Maghreb" in Arab News 
Jeddah, dated June 12, 1988, and was much interested if this idea 
may be further expanded to include the rest of the Muslim 
countries also. In view of this I suggest that a proposal may be put 
up in tbe next meeting of the Organisation of the Islamic countries 
for the establishment of five regional economic committees as 
below. These will help closer ties, better cooperation and 
coordination, development and progress, like the European 
Economic Committee. 

Sub organisation of the northern Muslim countries, to include 
£dbama. Cypres, Turkey, Iran, Afghanistan (when liberated) and 

Sub organisation of the eastern Muslim countries to include 
Maldives, Bangladesh, Malaysia, Indonesia, Brunei? dS 
Salam and Moro (Provisional). ’ uar Ul ^ 

Sub organisation of the central Muslim countries to include 
Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia’ 
B^^atar l^.E Oman, NoAh Yemen SySS 

and Palestine (Provisional). wueu 

Sub organisation of tbe western Muslim countries to include 
Morocco, AJjena, Turasta. libya Senegal, Mauritania^' 
Niger, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Upper Volta. Ghana’ 
Sierra Leone, and Polisario (if decided tote in*£n& 
s “b oreamsanon of the souttern Muslim countries mdude 
Nigeria, Chad Sutton. Eritrea (Provinsional), Djibouti, Somato' 
Cazneroons, Uganda and the Comores. , ' 

M. Abbas Akbtar 
Lahore, 

Pakistan. 
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MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


MfHfons of locusts darken sky over Khartoum 

KHARTOUM, Sudan (AP) — Millions of red and grey locusts 
darkened the sky over Khartoum for 90 minutes Monday 
morning, some landing on cultivated fields along the Nile to 
devour the crops. Huge swarms of the insects began arriving 
about 7.30 a.m. ((M30GMT) and left at about 9 a.m. (0600GMT). 
The sun was completely covered for almost half an hour of the IV* 
hour period. Officials had do immediate estimate of the size of the 
swarm, which came in from the east and moved in a westerly 
direction, or the amount of damage it left behind. Torrential rains 
• caused disastrous flooding in Khartoum last month, and expens 
said the greening of normally barrco*dcscn areas created perfect 
> breeding grounds for locusts. Earlier this month. Agriculture 
i Minister Al Fatih A1 Tigani said Sudan's locust threat had entered 
“a critical stage." He said that the government had destroyed half 
; of about 60 potential swarms in the country but that Sudan lacked 
1 sufficient insecticides or equipment to spray all agricultural lands 
faring an invasion. 

I Egypt concerned about helicopter theft 

' CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — The foreign ministry on Monday 
summoned the Cypriot ambassador and relayed Egypt's concern 
fbout the disappearance from Laraaca airport of a helicopter 
whose ownership is disputed between a West German ana an 
Egyptian company. Yebya Rifaat, an assistant to Foreign 
Minister Esmat Abdel Meguid, told Ambassador Atccos Sham- 
bos of "Egypt's concern about the theft of the plane.*’ The 
ambassador assured Rifaat that an investigation was under way 
acd that Cyprus would do all it can to ensure rights of the 
Egyptian company are protected, ministry sources said. On Sept. 
18, Cypriot police charged a West German pilot, Hans Wolfgang 
igel, with stealing the helicopter from the airport on the eastern 
£>ast of Cyprus. Police sources said they believed Zagel flew the 
" ■craft to northern Cyprus. The helicopter had been impounded 
court order after its arrival at Lamaca from Egypt in January 
|987, pending settlement of a dispute between a West German 
id an Egyptian company over its ownership. 

pipeline leak threatens Abu Dhabi 

^vlANAMA. Bahrain ( AP) — Corrosion has holed an oil pipeline 
toff the United Arab Emirates and forced the complete suspension 
bf a 15,000-barrel per day production from an offshore oil field, 
■oil industry executives reported Monday. The sources, who could 
only be identified as Japanese, said production at the central 
Mubarraz oil field, 25 kilometres west of Abu Dhabi, was 
suspended on Aug. 23, when the first of six holes was discovered, 
re oil field is operated by Abu Dhabi Oil Company-Japan, 
lDOC, a joint venture between the state’s national oil company 
id the Japan Oil Development Co. The sources said ADOC 
a state of emergency' and was trying to combat pollution 
from' the first hole, some 15 kilometres of Mubarraz island. That 
crack alone has already leaked an estimated 15,000 barrels. 

Hart in Syria for U.S. hostage talks 

DAMASCUS (R) — Former U.S. Democratic presidential 
hopeful Gary Hart arrived in Syria Monday for a three-day visit 
centred on efforts to free American hostages in Lebanon. He told 
, Reuters he would also discuss the Arab-Israeli conflict and the 
Iran- Iraq peace talks. "I am here to learn as much as I can on all 
these issues. I visited some countries in the region and did not 
have a chance to visit Syria. This is my first visit," he said. Syria is 
the main foreign power broker in Lebanon where ten Americans 


arc among people missing and believed kidnapped. "As you 
know, the hostage issue concerns all Americans. It concerns the 
government a great deal. We hope the hostages will be able to 
return safely home some way,” Han said. He said be wanted to 
learn the Syrian view on the crisis in Lebanon after parliament’s 
failure to elect a new president there left the war-tom country 
with two rival governments. Asked if was acting in any way for the 
Reagan administration Han said: "No. President Reagan will 
never give me an assignment." 

Iranians execute Iraqi 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran Monday executed an Iraqi they say they 
found guilty of spying for Iraq and of planting bombs, the Iranian 
News Agency (IRNA) said. 1RNA. monitored in Cyprus, said 
Qotbcddin Faramarzi was executed early Monday in the west 
Iranian city of Bakhtaran (formerly Kcrmanshah). Executions are 
usually by firing squad in Iran. The agency said the man was 
found guilty at a court martial of spying and planting bombs in 
Bakhtaran and in the capital, Tehran. Iran and Iraq are now 
involved in peace negotiations after fighting an eight-year-long 
war until a United Nations-negotiated ceasefire came into 
operation on August 20. 

Shamir reports on polio outbreak 

TEL AVIV (R) — Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir reported to the 
Israeli cabinet Sunday on an outbreak of polio that has afflicted 12 
people but health officials rejected calls to vaccinate the entire 
population. Eight Israelis had been admitted to hospital with 
polio in the last few weeks and four others were found to be 
carrying the vims. No one has died yet, said a health official. He 
said the outbreak was limited and the health ministry had no 
intention of broadening the vaccination programme throughout 
the country. 

'Germany thanks Iran for helping free hostage’ 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — West Germany has thanked Iran for 
helping secure the release of its last citizen held hostage in 
Lebanon and urged Tehran to use its influence on Lebanese 
extremists to free other foreign captives. The official Islamic 
Republic News Agency, monitored in Nicosia, reported Sunday 
that parliament speaker Has he mi Rafsanjani received two mes- 
sages from West German Chancellor Helmut Kohl and his foreign 
minister. Hans-Dietrich Genscher, expressing appreciation for 
efforts Iran exerted to free business executive Rudolf Cordes 
Sept. 12. IRNA said Kohl and Genscher "expressed hope that 
more hostages now in Lebanon would be released through Iran’s 
mediation." It quoted Genscher as saying West Germany was 
willing to "expand" bilateral relations with Iran, but gave no 
further details. 

Polisario names new ‘foreign minister’ 

TUNIS (R) — The Polisario Front, fighting Morocco over the 
Western Sahara, said Monday it had appointed a new foreign 
minister of the self-styled Saharan Arab Democratic Republic 
(SADR). He is Mohammad Sidati, former counsellor to the 
SADR prime minister and secretary-general of the presidency, 
who fakes over the foreign affairs portfolio in the second reshuffle 
of the SADR leadership since August 16. In the last reshuffle the 
number of ministers was reduced from 13 to eight after the United 
Nations handed a peace plan to Morocco and Polisario which 
accepted it with unspecified reservations on August 30. 


Iraqis ponder diverting 
Shatt AI Arab waterway 


By Salah Nasrawi 

7 Tic Associated Press 

BASRA, Iraq — With peace 
talks stalled over the disputed 
Shatt Al Arab waterway, Iraqi 
leaders are seriously considering 
diverting it through a man-made 
river to another waterway to res- 
tore access to the Gulf blocked by 
eight years of war with Iran. 

The official Iraqi News Agency 
said President Saddam Hussein 
met with his top military aides 
several days ago to discuss "stu- 
dies on diverting the Shan AJ 
Arab." 

It is Iraq’s only deep-water 
outlet to the Gulf and has been 
closed since the Gulf war erupted 
in September 1980. 

The waterway, formed by the 
confluence of the Euphrates and 
Tigris rivers, is the southern 
boundary between the two Gulf 
foes. 

Iraqi leaders have been talking 
about diverting the 200-kilometre 
Sbarr AJ Arab since United Na- 
uons-sponsored peace talks dead- 
locked over the legal status of the 
waterway and Iraq’s right of 
navigation. 

Iraq is demanding that the 
waterway be cleared of sunken 
ships, mines and silt and 
reopened for shipping to imple- 
ment the U.N. -sponsored cease- 
fire agreement that took effect 
Aug. 20. 

Baghdad abrogated a 1975 
treaty with Iran to share naviga- 
tion just before the war broke in 
1980. Iran insists the agreement is 


still valid and says it will not 
budget until Baghdad accepts 
that. 

Long-term solution 

Iraqi officials insist that the 
diversion scheme is not just a 
means of pressuring Tehran to 
accept a new agreement that rec- 
ognises "Iraq’s full and historic 
sovereignty” of the waterway, 
bur "a serious effort zo solve a 
long-standing problem." 

Gearing the Shan A) Arab, 
which means river of the Arabs, 
could take up to five years during 
which Iraq would remain land- 
locked. 

The scheme being considered 
involves digging a canal from the 
small port of Ma’qal on the Shatt 
Al Arab, a few kilometres north 
of Basra, southwest to the Khor 
Abdullah waterway in the north- 
ern end of the Gulf. 

Deputy Foreign Minister Sa- 
doun Hamadi, a member of the 
ruling Revolutionary Command 
Council, has indicated that 
another option to reopen Iraq’s 
access to the Gulf would be to dig 
a canal parallel to th' Shan Al 
Arab and take the water from it. 

Either move would be fraught 
with political and military dan- 
gers and would dramatically alter 
the basis of the peace talks. 

"Wherever the canal is, the 
Shatt would be unnavigable,’’ a 
Western diplomat said in 
Baghdad. 

The diversion idea "is a bold 
move w'hich Iranian leader also 
must have been studying," the 


diplomat said, speakig on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

Iran's powerful parliament 
speaker, Hashcmi Rafsanjani, 
last week said the dispute over 
Shatt Ai Arab, which the Iranians 
call the Arvand River, could reig- 
nite the war. 

He dismissed Iraqi threats to 
divert the waterway as "ridicu- 
lous” and stressed: "The quicker 
the river is cleared the greater 
benefit for both Iran and Iraq.” 

Feasible, practical 

The former head of Iraq's ports 
authority in Basra, who asked 
that he was not named, told the 
Associated Press that the diver- 
sion scheme" is not only feasible, 
but practical from both a hydrolo- 
gical and topographical point of 

view. 

"If we compare it with similar 
projects, like the Suez and Pana- 
ma canals, rhe area under srudy is 
smoother and even forms a natu- 
ral riverbed," said the former 
official, who is currently a lectur- 
er at Basra University's engineer- 
ing faculty. 

“The Iranians... should rake 
this matter very seriously," 
Hamadi said in a British Broad- 
casting Corp. interview last 
Thursday. 

Iran has two commercial pons, 
Khorramshahx and Abadan, and 
a naval base at Khosrowabad on 
the Shan Al Arab that have all 
been closed since the early days 
of the war. 

While the Iraqis only have ab- 
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out 16 kilometres of coastline 
between the Shatt Al Arab’s estu- 
ary and the Kuwaiti border to the 
west, Iran has 2,300 kilometres of 
coastline running all the way 
down the Gulf io the Arabian 
Sea. 

International companies are 
waiting to sran dredging the Shatt 
Al Arab and the Khor Abdullah 
waterway, which has been block- 
aded by the Iranians. 

Seventy-five ships have been 
stranded' in the palm-fringed 
Shatt Al Arab since the start of 
the war. Several wrecks block the 
waterway, which is also littered 
with mines and unexploded shells 
and missiles. 

Another 18 "Vessels are 
stranded in the Khor Abdullah, 
but these could be cleared more 
easily since sovereignty of that 
waterway is not in question.. 


Dinka tribesmen bear brunt 
of Sudan’s war and famine 


own Ozal staying despite referendum defeat 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish Prime 
Minister Turgut Ozal said Mon- 
day his ruling Motherland Party 
would stay in power despite de- 
feat in; a constitutional re- 
ferendum. 

Ozal, jwho last week said he 
might qsit politics if he did not 
win encugh "yes’* votes in the 
plebiscite, indicated firmly that 
he wouljl nor step down. 

“We yill In* u> power for four 
more years. The result is quite 
satisfactory for us,” the pro- 
Western conservative said on 
state television. 

"Agaihst Anap (the Mother- 
land Pahy) none of the other 
parties ljas been able to become 
an altenative to us, not even in 


■ the worst conditions for us.” 

Nearly two-thirds of these vot- 
ing in Sunday’s referendum 
opposed the amendment that 
would have brought forward local 
elections to November from next 
March. 

The provisional figure of 35.1 
per cent voting “yes’* to change 
compared with the 36.3 per cent 
vole from the 26.6 million electo- 
rate which gave Ozal victory in 
last November’s general election. 

"The support given to Ozal is 
not sufficient. He is a man who 
can't be trusted... The nation said 
“No” but he insisted on staying.” 
Erdal Inonu, head of the opposi- 
tion Social Democrat Populist 
Party, told reporters after the 


referendum. 

Ozal’s Motherland Party has 
292 seats in the 450-seat parlia- 
ment. 

Opposition parties portrayed 
the referendum as a confidence 
vote in Ozal, whose free-wheel- 
ing economic policies have 
pushed up inflation to 78 per 
cent. 

"What was rejected by the 
nation is the government... (and) 
Prime Minister Ozal himself.” 
said Suleyman Demire!, a four- 
time premier who heads the cen- 
tre-right True Path Party (TPP). 

"If you look for a winner in this 
(referendum), it is the nation 
itself. There are new conditions 
in Turkey now. No one can claim 



Lebanese go back to work amid standoff 

(Crjntmued from page one) 


politic/a 

pledged 


i/ans denounced it and 

r B „ to support Gemayel’s 

last infcumbenr government, led 
by acting Prime Minister Salim 
Hoss.J 

Shops, banks and other 
businesses opened Monday after 
beingj closed since Thursday. 
Govepment employees returned 
to conflicting orders from both 
cabinets demanding their loyaky. 

Mast civilians grabbed food 
and Jhid at home over the 
weekend because of fears that the 
absence of a president and dead- 
lock (between the rival adminis- 
4ns would ignite fresh vio- 

iun summoned Arab diplo- 
to meetings Monday, seek- 
ing (.recognition of his govern- 
ment, after Syria rejected his rule 
as illegal, renewing backing of the 
Hoss cabinet. 

An aide said Aoun asked the 
diplomats to "inform your gov- 
ernments that the cabinet 
appointed by President Amin 
Gemayel before his term ended is 
the legitimate executive body in 
Lebanon. 

The source, speaking to the AP 
on {condition of anonymity, 
quoted Aoun as saying his gov- 
enupuent's aim was to "speed up 
the election of a new president. ” 

The first to meet with Aoun in 
east Beirut Monday were the 
Iraqi charge d’affaires, Sabbar Al 
Hadithi, and the head of the 
Egyptian interest section, Hassan 
Sh«h They are Cairo's and 
Baghdad’s most senior repre- 
sentatives in' Beirut. 

"We expressed to Gen. Aoun 
our hope that the Lebanese 
would agree on the election of a 
new president to unite the coun- 
try and avert the evil of parti- 


tion,” Shash added. 

Hadithi said Baghdad was for 
"the election of a new president 
and supports Lebanon's unity." 

Hoss and Aoun each had a 
series of meetings at the weekend 
with envoys of the five member 
states of the United Nations 
Security Council as they struggled 
for recognition. None of the di- 
plomats or their governments 
made any commitments publicly 
to either tide. 

On Monday, Hoss said in west 
Beirut that it "is not a gov- 
ernmental issue. The problem is 
the fact that parliament hasn’t 
met to elect a new president.” 

“The problem ends as soon as 
parliament meets to elect a presi- 


dent,’’ Hoss told reporters, in the 
first indication since Thursday 
that there may still be hope for 
reunifying government institu- 
tions. 

Radio stations said an Amer- 
ican envoy was due in Damascus 
for talks on the government tug- 
of-war in Beirut. 

Syria and the United States 
agreed earlier this month to sup- 
port Parliamentarian Mikhael 
Daher as a consensus candidate 
for president. 

Pro-Syrian political sources 
said Hoss and his cabinet were 
trying to convene a meeting of 
former presidents, prime minis- 
ters and other top officials to rally 
opposition to Aoun. 


Israelis kill three 

(Continued from page one) 


two groups standing on opposing 
hills. Police fired tear-gas and 
then live ammunition, the photo- 
grapher said. Minutes later, 
Palestinians carried Mattar. 
bleeding from the head, to a car 
and sped off. 

Thousands of Palestinians 
attended Mattar's funeral, chant- 
ing slogans and waving Palesti- 
nian flags. Police fired tear-gas at 
the demonstrators, the photo- 
grapher said. 

Mattar's death brought to 283 
the number of Palestinians killed 
since the Dec. 8 start of the 
uprising. 

Widespread clashes erupted 
throughout the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, and at least 68 
Palestinians were wounded, hos- 
pital officials said. 

Among the wounded was an 
11-year-old deaf-mute boy from 
Gaza City who was in serious 
condition with a bullet wound in 
the chest, the officials said. 


The worst clashes erupted in 
Gaza City where troops opened 
fire on stone-throwing Palesti- 
nians, hospital officials said. 

The one-day strike, the fourth 
this month, was ordered by the 
United National Leadership Of 
the Uprising and the Muslim fun- 
damentalist group Hamas. 

Streets were deserted in towns, 
villages and refugee camps in the 
West Bank and Gaza. Shops were 
shuttered, transportation came to 
a hall and Palestinians stayed 
home from their jobs. 

In Bethlehem, about 20 white 
bedsheets sprayed with red swas- 
tikas fluttered from electricity 
poles near the Church of the 
Nativity. 

Dozens of soldiers patrolled 
the deserted cobblestone alleys of 
Bethlehem and troops searched 
cars with blue West Bank licence 
plates at two checkpoints along 
the main highway leading to Jeru- 
salem, seven kilometres to the 
north. 


that nothing has happened,” he 
said. 

Motherland officials said Oz- 
al’s repeated threats to resign last 
week had boosted the "yes” vote, 
which public opinion polls two 
weeks ago showed was running at 
around 26 per cent. 

Ozal has promoted wider 
democracy within NATO-mem- 
ber Turkey and closer ties with 
the West since taking office in 
1983 after three years of army 
rule crushed extremist political 
violence. 

“(Referendum) voters have 
shown their preference for stabil- 
ity,” Oktay Eksi, a political col- 
umnist with the mass-circulation 
daily Hurriyet, said on television. 

Taha Akyol, of the conserva- 
tive daily Tercuman, said: "The 
political picture seems to be 
strongly settled. Despite the in- 
flation problem, stabilisation in 
Motherland votes shows its 
foundations are settled." 

Ozal is viewed widely as the 
only person who can cement fac- 
tions in the broad-based Mother- 
land Party, embracing politicians 
from the religious righr to West- 
ern-style liberals. 


By Hamza Hendawi 
Reuter 

AL MUGLAD, Sudan — The 
Dink as, tall, proud and war-lov- 
ing tribesmen who once lorded it 
over southern Sudan, have suf- 
fered heavily under the twin rav- 
ages of war and famine. 

The authorities regard them as 
possible collaborators with re- 
bels. Arab militias — armed by 
the government for the declared 
purpose of self-defence against 
the rebel Sudan People’s Libera- 
tion Army (SPLA) — have stolen 
their cattle, burned their villages 
and abducted women and chil- 
dren. 

Rival tribes in the south have 
been only too happy to watch the 
disintegration of the Dinkas, 
according to foreign relief offi- 
cials. 

Even rebels of the SPLA, 
mainly Dinkas themselves, have 
not spared fellow-tribesmen. Hu- 
man rights activists in Sudan and 
abroad say the rebels have forced 
some civilians to do hard labour 
for them and have killed others 
for refusing to join the SPLA. 

SPLA attacks on Arab herds- 
men venturing into the northern 
fringes of the south with their 
cattle have triggered reprisals for 
which the Dinkas have paid in 
blood. 

The Dinkas, Sudan’s largest 
single ethnic group, comprised 
three ro five million of rhe esti- 
mated six million people living in 
the south before the guerrilla 
war’s destruction of the agricultu- 
ral cycle created famine condi- 
tions. 


No one knows how many are 
left. Some reports say half the 
south’s population tried to flee to 
other parts of Sudan or to 
Ethiopia in search of food and 
security. 

About 3,500 southern re- 
fugees, mainly Dinkas. have 
reached a camp at the remote 
town of Al Muglad in South 
Kordofan Province. Most of them 
are suffering from severe mal- 
nutrition and diseases including 
malaria, measles, diarrhoea, 
typhoid and dysentery. 


Starving to death 

More than 200 have died since 
July and the camp’s relief work- 
ers fear that up to half of the rest 
could be wiped out in heavy rains 
and cold weather this month. 

In a camp at the town of Al 
Meiham further south, almost 
3,500 people, mostly Dinkas. 
have starved to death since June 
and the outlook is bleak for up to 
30,000 more refugees there. 

Almost none of the people in 
the AJ Muglad camp had shoes 
and only a few wore sufficient 
clothes. They made gestures in- 
dicating their hunger and need 
for clothing to a group of visiting 
reporters. 

“They feel they lost a lot of 
their dignity when they lost their 
clothes," said one of three nurses 
from the Irish charity concern 
which runs the camp, 470 miles 
southwest of Khartoum. 

But refugees said they lost their 
dignity, long before they began 


the punishing trek to northern 
Sudan, when they lost their cattle 
to hungry and unruly rebels or to 
raiding militias. 

Dinka life revolves around cat- 
tle. "Take the cows away and the 
Dinkas have very little to live 
for." said one relief worker in 
South Kordofan. 

Young Dinkas sing of their 
valour io terms of favourite bulls 
and of their future wives in terms 
of cows. Cattle are the symbol of 
wealth and the means to pay a 
bride's dowry. 

Before rhe guerrilla war began 
in 1983, educated Dinkas domin- 
ated jobs in the then-autonomous 
south and were jealously re- 
garded by smaller tribes as the 
rich men of the region. 

United Nations and relief offi- 
cials in Khartoum blame the 
Dinka ordeal mainly on the 
SPLA, citing frequent rebel 
ambushes of relief convoys and a 
standing threat to shoot down 
planes flying over the south with- 
out rebel permission. 

Waiting for Garang 

A relief operation by the Inter- 
national Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) to feed one million 
southern famine victims has been 
stalled for more than a month 
because SPLA leader John 
Garang, a Dinka, is unavailable 
to give the go-ahead. 

The Dinkas who managed to 
reach Al Muglad or Al Meiram 
are now unwanted guests in the 
land of the Al Mesiriah tribe. 

The two tribes traditionally 


fought over grazing lands, but 
their animosity is now further 
fuelled by religious differences. 
The Mesiriahs,' like the majority 
of northern Sudanese, are Mus- 
lims whereas the Dinkas are 
animists or Christians. 

The SPLA launched its war 
with the declared aim of freeing 
the south of what it regards the 
domination of Arabs from the 
Muslim north.- 

Soldiers from local army garri- 
sons guard the Al Muglad and Al 
Meriam camps at night to fend off 
possible Mesiriah attacks, but re- 
lief workers said the camp at Al 
Muglad was raided in both July 
and September. 

Relief workers said English- 
speaking Dinkas were desperate- 
ly needed in the camps to trans- 
late for nurses and doctors, but 
security authorities were suspi- 
cious of Dinkas with qualifica- 
tions. 

"We don't have a single edu- 
cated Dinka in the camps. Those 
with any education are either in 
Khartoum or have joined the 
SPLA," one relief worker said. 

The Mesiriahs regarded the 
Dinka camps as a health hazard 
and instantly blamed any sickness 
among them on the presence of 
the Dinka refugees, relief work- 
ers said. 

"Don’t run away with the idea 
that the Dinkas are angels," one 
relief worker said. “It just so 
happens now that the balance of 
power is heavily in favour of the 
Arabs. 

“After all, the Dinkas here are 
starving while the mesiriahs have 
Kalashnikov rifles.” 
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r*7 statement underpins dollar; Officials stress farming sector role 
told tumbles to 21 -month low 


LONDON (R) — The dollar firmed Monday after 
sBajor indust rialis ed nations reaffirmed their com- 
mitment to stable exchange rates, while gold fell to a 
21-month low as market concern about inflation 
eased, dealers said. 

Finance ministers and central their statement Saturday some 
bankers of the Group of Seven key wording on currency policy 
(G-7) nations meeting in West that had been contained in their 
Berlin during the annua] Interna- last three communiques, 
tional Monetary Fund/World That wording — that they did 
Bank gathering said Saturday not want a further dollar fall — 
that inflation was under control was taken by speculators as a 
and they endorsed the present green light to bny dollars after it 
pattern of exchange rates. was repeated by G-7 leaders at 

Last month when speculators their summit in June, 
tested this commitment to stable This .time around, the policy- 
currency rates by bidding up the makers simply emphasised their 
dollar, central banks of the G-7 continued interest in stable ex- 
nations — Britain. Canada, change rates and backed that up 
France, Italy, Japan, the United with public statements at press 
States and West Germany — had briefings afterwards, 
to spend billions of dollars to bait Monday morning the dollar’s 
the U.S. currency's rise. undertone was firm. At one point 

In an apparent attempt to head it touched 2.8855 Deutschemarks 
off another speculative assault on and 134.83 Japanese yen against 
the dollar, the G-7 dropped from closes in London Friday of 1 .8745 


and 134.43. 

“The G-7 meeting has not real- 
ly changed anything — the com- 
mitment to stability, interven- 
tion, all this was expected,” said 
ooe dealer with a leading U.S. 
bank in London. 

“The market was expecting ex- 
actly what came out of the meet- 
ing," said another London-based 
currency trader. 

But some dealers saw the mar- 
ket testing the central banks' will 
to curb the strength of the dollar. 

“Following the G-7 meeting 
central banks will find it harder to 
stop the dollar rising on good 
news,” said David Cocker, senior 
corporate advisor at Chemical 
Bank, London. 

The 1.8850 mark level is consi- 
dered by many dealers as a likely 
trigger point for central ' bank 
intervention. 

“If we were to break through 
1.8850 then we would be looking 
at 1.92,” said Nick Murphy, cur- 
rency analyst at Barclays De 


Zoete Wedd in London. 

The dollar's strength gave 
another knock to gold which has 
tumbled $40 an ounce this month 
as concern about inflation waned 
on the world's financial markets. 

Higher interest rates and ample 
supplies of gold have also been 
factors in the decline of bullion 
which was quoted as low as 
$387.35 an ounce in Europe Mon- 
day morning. 

The metal’s morning fixing in 
London was $389.05 an ounce — 
its lowest setting since December 
1986. It was fixed Friday after- 
noon at $400.35. 

Falling oil prices bave been 
another key factor pushing down 
■the gold price as they point to 
lower inflation. 

Oil remained weak Monday 
with traders awaiting the out- 
come of a Madrid meeting of key 
OPEC ministers, membes of the 
group’s price monitoring com- 
mittee. 


panese unveil new programme 
assist ‘middle- income’ debtors 


WEST BERLIN (R) — Japan 
Sunday unveiled a new scheme to 
put its massive trade surplus to 
work in helping the debt-laden 
Third World. 

Under the plan, the Export- 
Import Bank of Japan would ex- 
tend loans together with the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF) to help middle-income de- 
btors put their economies ; back on 
track. 

“Japan is ready to make addi- 
tional untied loans on a case-by- 
case basis to support mid-term 
efforts by middle-iqcome nations 
to restructure their economies," 
Bank of Japan Governor Satoshi 
Sumita told the IMF's Interim 
Committee. 

The move is the latest in a 
flurry of activity by monetaiy 
officials to find new ways to 
address the problem of the de- 
veloping world’s $1,200 billion of 
debt. 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more informa- 
tion please call Wael 
Real Estate at 685342 


The new Japanese initiative 
does not require that the money 
be spent buying Japanese goods. 
Traditionally Japan has tied such 
loans to the purchase of equip- 
ment made in Japan. 

The programme is aimed at 
so-called middle income states — 
including big debtors like Brazil 
and Mexico. 

The poorest debtors, in sub- 
Saharan Africa got a break on 
their debt burden under an 
accord the major industrial coun- 
tries reached Saturday. 

The new Japanese plan differs 
from one proposed by Finance 
Minister Kiichi Miyazawa at the 
economic summit of major in- 
dustrial nations in June, which 
received a lukewarm reception. 

Under that scheme, the IMF 
was supposed to administer a 
trustee fund to be set up with 
foreign reserves transferred by 
debtor countries. The fund would 
be used to guarantee bonds that 
the debtors would swap for ex- 
isting loans they owe to commer- 
cial bank creditors at a substantial 
discount. 


Sumita will present an outline 
of the new plan at the IMF 
general assembly Tuesday. But 
Japanese officials said details still 
have to be worked out. 

The export-import bank will 
make its loans when the IMF 
extends credits under its various 
facilities, including the Extended 
Fond Facility (EFF) set up in 
June to help debtor nations faring 
balance of payments difficulties. 

Sumita unveiled the plan on 
behalf of Miyazawa who was un- 
able to be here because of the 
illness of Emperor HLrohito. 

The amount of the money to be 
lent by the export-import bank 
will be decided on a case-by-case 
basis, a Japanese official said. He 
said finance ministers from many 
nations at the IMF meeting wel- 
comed Japan's new programme. 

Earlier Sunday, Sumita 
pledged a decline in Japan's huge 
trade surplus and said Japan de- 
served a bigger say in the IMF in 
line with its position as the 
world's number two economic 
power. 

“Given firm domestic demand 


and a substantial increase of im- 
ports of manufactured goods, I 
expect a steady decline in Japan's 
current account surplus in the 
years ahead." be said. 

Japan has been criticised by the 
United States and others for its 
huge surpluses, and urged to ex- 
port less and buy more of other 
nation's goods to help balance the 
global economy. 

Sumita's comments clashed 
with a prediction by the IMF 
itself Sunday of a rise next year in 
Japan’s current account surplus 
to $80.9 billion from $78 billion 
this year. 

Sumita also told the' INF In- 
terim Committee: “I strongly 
hope that Japan's quota share in 
the IMF will be in line with 
Japan's economic fundamentals 
now that its share in tile World 
Bank is the second largest after 
the United States." 

Japan has a 4.7 per cent quota 
in the IMF, less than the stakes of 
the United States, Britain, West 
Germany and France. Its 6.7 per 
cent World Bank stake is second 
only to America's. 


IMF sees strong global growth 


BERLIN (AP) — Production and 
incomes will grow faster this year 
in Japan, the United States and 
West European countries than 
was expected after last October's 
stock market crash, the Interna- 
tional Monetaiy Fund (IMF) pre- 
dicts. 

“The upward revision to the 
output projections has been parti- 
cularly large in the case of Japan. 
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where (production) is now ex- 
pected to grow by over 5.5 per 
cent in 1988.” said the fund’s 
semi-annual World Economic 
Outlook. 

A slowdown to 4.2 per cent is 
seen for 1989. ■ 

U.S. growth is expected to be 
four per cent, the highest rate 
since 1984. But a greater slow- 
down is predicted in 1989 to 2.8 
per cent, a return to the 1987 
figure which was the lowest since 
the recession in 1982. 

A fund official said that growth 
rates this year are higher than the 


long-term trend, due partly to the 
delayed effect of the drop in the 
price of the dollar and the price of 
oil. 

The cheaper dollar gave a 
boost to U.S. exports, which be- 
came cheaper and more saleable. 
Cheaper oil lowers production 
costs in many countries. 

To get the average national 
income, experts just divide total 
production — the gross national 
product — by the total popula- 
tion. 

Growth has also revived in 
West Germany and France, 


FOR RENT 

Super deluxe apartment furnished and unfurnished 
Three bedrooms - one master, three bathrooms, a big salon, 
living room, and kitchen, closed veranda, central heating, 
parking, children's playground. 

Address: Fourth Circle, behind Kuwaiti Embassy of west side 
(direction). Dar Al Baida Street 

Please call tel. 625012 


HOUSE-MAID 


A family (parents and two kids) need a house-maid. Salary 
about SI 00, on condition of staying day and night. 

Tel: 840103, 840101 Ext 33 


LUXURIOUSLY FURNISHED 
SEMI VILLA FOR RENT 

320 square metres in Shmeisani, area close to Birds 
Garden in a very convenient location, American furniture. 
TV, video... etc. 

For Information call 677681, timing is open. 


1983 Mercedes-Benz 190E, airconditioning, AM/FM 
stereo cassette, sun roof, 60,000 km, excellent condition. 
Duty not paid. 

Please call 644371 ext 266. 


FURNISHED BIG FLAT FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 salons, sitting room, 
kitchen and dining room. All utilities are indepen- 
dent. 

Location: Jabal Amman - Fifth Circle 

Please call tel: 601659* 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Industry and 
Trade Minister Hamdi Tabbaa 
has said that investments in any 
field would contribute to de- 
veloping the national income and 
would lead to raising the standard 
of living for individuals and 
achieve economic independence 
and financial strength. 

Speaking at a seminar held 
Saturday at the Professional 
Associations' Complex, Tabbaa 
discussed the government's re- 
cent economic measures and their 
implications for the agricultural 
sector in the country. 

The minister said that the gov- 
ernment has carried out its duty 
in this field and urged business- 
men to take the initiative to 
participate in the development 
process. 

He said that serious studies and 
careful p lanning and organisation 
were the most important ele- 
ments for the success and produc- 
tivity of investments. He pointed 


out that his ministry’s specialised 
departments were always ready 
to help investors and to provide 
them with needed assistance. 

The minister called on 
businessmen to benefit from the 
latest technologies in fanning and 
industries towards the increase in 
productivity and improvement of 
quality. 

Agriculture Minister Marwan 
Hmoud, also speaking at the 
seminar, said that the recent eco- 
nomic measures, which aim at 
supporting and reactivating in- 
vestments were not only technic- 
al, but also comprised of produc- 
tive economic steps. 

He said the government was 
looking forward ' to a bigger role 
by food and farming industries 
and that success in this field 
would achieve more independ- 
ence for the farming sector. 

Agricultural engineer Moham- 
mad Abdul Aziz delivered a 
speech at the seminar in which he 
said that the farming sector was a 


Jordanians, Greeks to hold talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian delegation left Amman Monday 
for Athens to take part in talks with Greek officials on means to 
overcome difficulties impeding the implementation of a Jordanian- 
Greek transit agreement signed in 1983. The two sides, which are 
grouped in a joint committee, will discuss the prospect of 
exempting Jordanian and Greek trucks entering either territory 
from transit taxes and duties and allowing them to transport goods 
from either country to a third nation without having to return to 
their country of origin. 

Oman urges oil producers to cooperate 

ABU DHABI (R) — Oman’s oil minister Monday urged the 
Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) to 
cooperate with non-member producers to stabilise oil prices. “It is 
difficult for OPEC alone to tackle the situation," Said Ibn Ahmad 
AJ Shanfari told the United Arab Emirates (UAE) news agency 
WAM. “OPEC has to cooperate with producers outside it to arrest 
the current price decline.” “We (independents) are waiting for a 
signal from OPEC to cooperate and hold another joint meeting," 
Shanfari said. But he added there were no signs of another meeting 
being convened. 

Kuwaiti fund ready to help rebuild Iraq 

KUWAIT (R) — The Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Develop- j 
meat is ready to help finance rebuilding Iraq after the destruction ! 
of eight years of war with Iran, fund director Badr Mishari Al 1 
Humaidhi said in remarks published Monday. He told Al Anbaa' 
newspaper: “The Kuwaiti fond is ready to examine participation in 
the reconstruction of what the war has destroyed in Iraq, within its 
capacities and within the framework of coordination with other < 
Arab funds." 


AT. Austria holds seminar 



AMMAN — AT. Austria 
Telecommunication Co. rep- 
resented by Modem Elec- 
tromechanical Engineering 
Group Co. in Jordan, held a 
seminar Thursday, Sept. 22, 
at the Holiday Inn Hotel, 
Amman. 

Subject of the seminar was 
centred around the ADS 
“Austrian Digital System” 
with it's different function's 
hardware, software and 


advantage of ADS against 
other system’s. 

The number of attendants 
for the seminar was 75 en- 
gineers from different depart- 
ments of the government and 
also the private sector which 
were interested in the subject. 

Among the attendants was 
Austrian Commercial Coun- 
sellor Mr. Herbert M Holzer 
and his assistant Mr. Helmut 
Puchas from the Austrian 
Embassy. 


WANTED BY INTERNATIONAL 
VOLUNTARY ORGANISATION 

Jordanian women fluent in English for 2 positions: 

PROJECT MANAGER OF SMALL BUSINESS 

r 

Candidate should: 

Hold university degree (MBA preferred), have managerial 
experience and report writing skills, be able to manage 
inventory and other computerised business systems 

HEALTH EDUCATOR IN RURAL/LOW INCOME 
COMMUNITIES 

Candidate should; 

Hold degree in medicine, be energetic, outgoing and 
interested in training women and in fieldwork 

For more information call: 628760/656872 Sun. - 
Thurs. 8:00 - 3:00 


vital sector in the Kingdom’s 
national economy in terms of its 
contribution to the national in- 
come or its employment of labour 
and guaranteeing food security. 

Abdul Aziz called on the gov- 
ernment to handle the agricultu- 
ral sector with utmost care and 


sensitivity because it is direct 
linked to the land and the peopl 
He urged the government i 
stop complete openness in tf 
market and to adhere to protec! 
mg small producers and to issi 
incentives to improve product! 
ity and exports through subsidies 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Monday rates 

Local scB/bny rates in Sis 


Belgian franc (for 10) 95.40 i 

Du tell guilder 176.90/ 

French franc 61.71V 

Italian lira (for 100) ... — ■ 26.90 / 
Japanese yen (for 100) ... 274.7ft 

Swedish crown 61.00/ 

Swiss franc 248.3 01 

U.K. sterling pound 663.50/ 

U.S. dollar 399.20/ , 

Deutscbemark 212.00/ 


Saudi rival 105.90/ 1® 8® 

Syrian lira (for JD 1) 95.00/ 9] 00 

Lebanese lira (for JD 1) 900.00/ 9S 00 

Iraqi dinar 27250/ 28i 30 

Kuwaiti dinar 1377.2V 13 « 30 

Egyptian pound (new) ... 164.2ft' 16!^20 

Qitari rival 109.10/ 110.* 

UAE dirham 108.1ft 109-00 

Omani rival 1032.00/ 1040:00 

Bahraini dinar 1035.00/ MMff.il! 


AMMAN FINA NCIAL MARKET! 

Activity on the Amm an Financial Marker for September 26, 1 raff. 


Regular market: 

Top three companies: 
Housing Bank 
Jordan Spinning and Weaving 
Arab Bank Ltd. 

Parallel mar ket: 
Development bonds: 
Treasury bills & bonds: 
Other debentures: 


Number Volume Conf 

286150 JD 370593 

89623 JD 168543 
83325 JD 74906 
160 JD 17360 
3000 JD 2520 
194 JD 1950 


JORDAN BUSINESS DIRECTORY 


Ministry of Industry and Trade 

Ministry of Supply 

Ministry of Finance 

Ministry of Planning 

Ministry of Labour 

Ministry of Communications ... 

Ministry of Agriculture 

Income Tax Department 

Central Bank of Jordan 

Amman Customs Department ' 
Social Security Corporation ....i 
Jordan Industrial Estates 
Corporation 


Jordan Commercial Centres 

Corporation 6033ft 

Free Zones Corporation 642001 

Amman Financial Market 660171) 

Amman Chamber of 1 1 

Commerce 6661C1 

Amman Chamber of Industry 644747 
Association of Banks in Jordan 66225) 
Jordan Association of Insurance 

Companies i 647371 

General Statistics Department 84617i 
Jordanian Businessmen 
Association 680663 1 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One Stterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.6615/25 

1.2220/30 

1.8875/85 

2.1280/90 

1-5973/83 

39.53/56 

6.4220/70 

1407/1408 

134.70/80 

6.4775/4825 

6.9530/80 

7.2325/75 

389.25/390.00 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs : 
French francs 
Ittalian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns , 
U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — The share market dosed lower in dull trading as 
traders marked time ahead of Wednesday’s release of August 
balance of payments data. The All Ordinaries Index fell 7 6 points 
to 1,543.5. ' 

TOKYO — Share prices finished lower after see-sawing in 
activity amid uncertainty whether and for how long the market 
might dose if the ailing emperor dies, brokers said. The Nikkei 
Index fell 59.17 points, 0.22 per cent, to 27,330.95. 

HONG KONG — Market dosed for mid-autumn festival holiday. 

SINGAPORE — Prices drifted lower due to lack of institutional 
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Iraqi 

chess 

team 

wins 

RJCFcup 


AMMAN (Petra J — Chairman of 
the Royal Jordanian Chess Fed- 
e ratio n(RJCF) His Royal High- 
ness Prince Mohammad Monday 
attended the final chess match 
between the Jordanian and Iraqi 
teams at the Royal Jordanian 
Chess Club. The leader and 
members of the Iraqi chess de- 
legation expressed gratitude to 
Jordan — under the leadership of 
His Majesty King Hussein — and 
thanked Prince Mohammed for 
attending the match. 

The RJCF press spokesman 
also thanked Prince Mohammad 
for supporting the RJCF activities 
and indicated that these matches 
are designed to consolidate coop- 
eration between teams of the two 
countries and exchange expertise. 

Prince Mohammad then hand- 
ed a cup to the winning Iraqi 
team and medals to members of 
the two teams. The Iraoi team 
beat the Jordanian team by 12-8 
points. 


Baseball standings 


NEW YORK (R) - 
played on Sunday: 

— Results of major league baseball games 

American League 

Boston Red Sox 

6 

New York Yankees 

0 

lst-Dctrott Tigers 

2 

Baltimore Orioles 

1 

2od-Detroit Tigers 

7 

Baltimore Orioles 

4 

Milwaukee Brewers 

4 

Oakland Athletics 

2 

Cleveland Indians 

4 

Toronto Blue Juys 

3 

Chicago White Sox 

6 

Kansas City Royals 

5 

Seattle Mariners 

8 

Texas Rangers 

2 

Minnesota Twins 

6 

National 

California Angels 

Lugat 

2 

'San Francisco Giants 

2 

Los Angeles Dodgers 

0 

Cincinnati Reds 

2 

Atlanta Braves 

1 

New York Mets 

9 

St. Louis Cardinals 

7 

Philadelphia Phillies 

8 

Montreal Expos 

S 

Pittsburgh Pirates 

7 

Chicago Cubs 

4 

Son Diego Padres 

9 

Houston Astros 

I 


South African travel agency 
may sue Olympic officials 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South African travel agencies 
may sue organisers of the Seoul 
Olympic games because South 
Korean authorities have refused 
visas to South African tours to 
the games, a representative said 
■'We have had certain under- 
takings that visas would be 
granted to people going on those 
packages and they have now gone 
back on those undertakings" said 
Hendrick Co ara die of the Asso- 
ciation of South African travel 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold; 

♦J73 7K1062 : AQ83 *Q6 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East 5outh 

1 * Pass 1 4 ? 

What action do you take? 

A.— You have the right distribution 
and right suits for a takeout double, 
but you have too many wasted val- 
ues in the opponents’ suits. Pass, 
and wait to see how the auction 
develops. 

Q.2— East-West vulnerable, as 

South you hold: 

4AKQ72 ?'K43 •; Q762 *9 

Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one club. What ac- 
tion do you lake? 

A.— Because you are not strong 
enough to make a takeout double 
and then bid spades over any re- 
sponse from partner, and because 
you do not have an ideal shape for a 
double, simply overcall one spade. 
That action can be taken with a 
pretty good hand. 

Q .3 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

*AJ2 7-9 :K83 ❖AQ108S2 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 1 * Pass 

2 ♦ Pa*- 2 Pass 

What do >uu bid now? 

\ • I tuner’s bidding shows two 
tilings: at least five spades (other- 
wise he would have responded one 
diamond initially) and a better than 
minimum response. A jump to three 
spades nicely describes the strength 
of your hand and the quality of your 
three- card support. 

Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 


♦ 73 TKI06 . A8 ♦AKJI06S 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

14 14 1 NT Pass 

What do you bid now? 

A.— If you did no more than rebid 
three clubs, you don't appreciate the 
power of your hand. Partner has 
shown some 9 points with his bid, 
and the no trump game should de- 
pend, at worn, on a club finesse. 
Bid three no trump. 

Q.5— Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: . 

*9 7 762 1052 4KQ10963 

The bidding has proceeded; 

North East South West 

1 : Dbl ? 

What anion do you take? 

A.-— It looks as if the spade suit be- 
longs to the enemy, and you are 
likely to be outbid. Under the cir- 
cumstances. you might as well get in 
the lead-directing bid oT two clubs, 
to help partner get off to the best 
lead should West become the 
declarer. 

Q.6 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

473 7 A985 . A107 4AQ98 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 4 Pass 2 4 Pass 

2 4 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— That depends on your meth- 
ods. if you play that a two- over- 
one response is a game force, you 
can afford to bid only two no trump 
now to hear what partner says. 
However, if your initial response 
promised only about 11 points, wc 
suggest you jump to four spades. 
Partner's spade rebid virtually guar- 
antees a six-card sr : t in this auction. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



“1 only do ants, mice, termites 
and roaches. I don't do husbands." 




Unscramble mesa lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to lorm 
lour ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
g by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 

— - : ’ “ 
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Answer here: 

anQ 



that fanatic goes 

I THROUGH LIFE WITH 
A CLOSED? MINE? 
ANP THIS. 


Now arrange me circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Ju 


"I 


-y y 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: THICK ROBOT HAIRDO CHEERY 

Answer What a men who works like a hww an day 
warns to do at night- 


agenaes. 

Travel agencies have lost 
money and are considering taking 
legal action against games orga- 
nisers, Conradie said on state-run 
South African radio. 

Representatives of South Afri- 
can travel companies are in 
South Korea trying to sell tickets 
and accommodation booked for 
South Africans who have been 
refused visas, he added. 

This year's Olympics have 
given South Africans n fresh re- 
minder of their isolation. 

Barred from participating in 
the Olympics since 1960. South 
Africa cannot even get live televi- 
sion coverage of the Seoul games. 

A South African fencing offi- 
cial who went to Seoul last week 
assuming he was accredited to 
help supervise the fencing events 
was sent home by South Korean 
authorities because of his 
nationality. 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171-6 


I Olympic Medal* 


Table 





SEOUL (AP) - 

- Medal table 


alter Monday's events ai the 
Summer Olympics (read gold. 


silver, bronze. 

total): 





G 

s 

B 

T 


Soviet Union 

33 16 26 75 


East Germany 

27 21 

19 67 


Untied States 

14 

16 

14 44 


Romania 

5 

9 

7 

21 


Bulgaria 

7 

7 

6 

20 


China 

3 

8 

9 

20 


West Germany 

7 

6 

5 

10 


Hungary 

8 

5 

2 

15 


Britain 

3 

6 

6 

15 


South Korea 

3 

3 

5 

11 


Italy 

4 

3 

3 

10 


Australia 

1 

4 

3 

6 


Poland 

1 

4 

3 

6 


Japan 

1 

2 

4 

7 


New Zealand 

1 

0 

6 

7 


France 

1 

2 

3 

6 


Sweden 

0 

2 

3 

5 


Czechoslovakia 

2 

2 

0 

4 


Netherlands 

2 

2 

0 

4 


Yugoslavia 

2 

0 

2 

4 


Canada 

1 

1 

2 

4 


Finland 

1 

1 

2 

4 


Norway 

2 

1 

0 

3 


Switzerland 

0 

2 

1 

3 


Denmark 

1 

1 

0 

2 


Kenya 

1 

0 

1 

2 


Morocco 

1 

0 

1 

2 


Spatn 

0 

0 

2 

2 


Portugal 

1 

0 

0 

1 


Suriname 

1 

0 

0 

1 


Turkey 

1 

0 

0 

1 


Brazil 

0 

1 

0 

1 


Chile 

0 

1 

0 

1 


Cosia Rica 

0 

1 

0 

1 


Senegal 

0 

1 

0 

1 


Belgium 

0 

0 

1 

1 


Greece 

0 

0 

1 

7 



Soviet medal tally reaches 75 


Arab and African athletes 
win Olympic races 


SEOUL (R) — An Arab and an African athlete stole 
the glory on the fourth day of the Seoul Olympic 
athletics competition on Monday. 


Kenya's Paul Ereng Out- 
sprinted Brazil's defending cham- 
pion Joaquim Cruz to win the 
men's 800 metres then Moroccan 
Moulay Brahim Boutaib made no 
contest of the 10,000 metres. 

This time last year neither man 
was even running their Olympic 
distance. Now they have taken on 
the world’s best, winning conclu- 
sively. 

Ereng ran a masterly race. He 
was content to wait in the middle 
of the field until the final straight 
then accelerated past Moroccan 
Said Aouita on the inside before 
surging past a struggling Cruz on 
the outside. 

Boutaib’s performance was 
even more commanding. He was 
one of a breakway group of four, 
then took the lead after the half- 
way mark and pushed on relen- 
tlessly to win in 27 minutes 21.46 
seconds, the fourth fastest time 
ever. 

Boutaib, who looks set to fol- 
low in Aouita's footsteps as one 
of the world’s great middle and 
long distance runners, had run 
only four 10,000 metre races be- 


fore Monday, concentrating in- 
stead on the 5,000. 

Aouita was a hot favourite to 
win gold in the 800, but had to 
settle for bronze behind Ereng 
and Cruz. 

Boutaib has no doubts that his 
compatriot will bring Morocco a 
second gold. 

‘T am sure he will win gold in 
the 1,500" Boutaib said. 

America’s Carl Lewis leaped 
into Olympic history Monday. 
The 10th day of the Seoul games 
also saw a golden-haired Dutch 
school teacher emerge from the 
pack to win a dramatic women's 
S2-kilometre cycling race. 

Impressive Soviet and East 
German track and field victories 
put them well out front in the 
Seoul medals' race with a com- 
bined total of more than 140. The 
Soviets picked up another gold in 
weightlifting Monday night to 
lead with 53 golds and 7“ medals 
overall. East Germany had 27 
golds and a total of 67 medals. 
The United States trailed in third 
place with 14 golds ar.d 44 
overall. 


Giants contest Olympic 
soccer semi-finals 


SEOUL (R) — Three new talents 
on the international scene and a 
veteran with an insatiable thirst 
for goals hold the key to gold 
medal ambitions in the Olympic 
soccer tournament. 

West Germany’s Juergen 
Klinsmann, Romano of Brazil, 
the Soviet Union’s Alexei 
Mikhailichenko and Italian strik- 
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SB HOROSCOPE 

As Charted By The Carroll Righter Astrological Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES; 
Legal matters surface out of 
nowhere and should be addressed 
immediately. Communication of all 
sorts is possible today. The expan- 
sive nature of the day can lead to 
many new contacts and activities. 

ARIES (Mur. 21 to Apr. I9| A 
change will let you proceed with 
new plans and enterprises. The near 
future is in order with luck and 
good timing on your side. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to Mny 201 A 
quiet time is passing, and romantic 
feelings have you exciled. Relax 
and plan to spend time alone. Get 
loLs of rest and relaxation. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 2I)Try 
to finish some of the many Lhings 
you have started. Straighten out 
creative projects, and return books 
and records you have borrowed. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
Jul. 21) M any matters are clearing 
up. You have greoLer financial in- 
sight which is the key to current 
problems. Take a second look. 

LEO (Jul. 22 Lo Aug. 21) Romance 
can move faster than anticipated. 
You ore in the fast lane socially, and 
this is lending momentum Lo all the 
oLhcr aspects of your fife. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to SepL 22) I-ack 
of organization annoys you. Avoid 


getting rattled if given added 
responsibility. You have more than 
enough talent to complete the job. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) There 
is a lingering question about a proj- 
ect or activity. Rethink plans if 

your mind is not made up. Pay at- 
tention to relatives and loved ones. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 211 Sit 
down and discuss money problems 
with your mate. Try not to bicker 
over trivia) matters, and get down 
to the business aL hand. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Your communication skills are 
at their best, so contact others now. 
The phorfe may ring off the hook. 
Friendliness predominates. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
There is harmony on the home 
front. Proceed with business plans 
and other interests. Help someone 
with a project, and combine efforts. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. IB) 
If you want it, go get it. Pursue 
your own interests. Socialize 
tonight, and tune into family mat- 
ters. Accept an invitation. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) 
Short trips here and Lhere will keep 
you busy. Financial opportunities 
come up. Study them carefully, and 
use your numerous talents. 


THE Daily Crossword by Bony Jorgensen 


ACROSS 
1 Certain bank 
accounts lor 
short 

4 Student gp. 

8 Nasty remarks 
13 News section 
lor short 
15 Hindu music 

18 Cut short 
17 Kind ot teal 
10 Surmounting 

19 Pretty girl 

20 Far-out fancy 

23 Coeur — , Ida. 

24 Mlneo 

25 Amphibian 
28 Cromwell or 

North 

33 Rome's river 
37 Grin 

39 Sell drink 

40 In a delusive 
way 

43 Touch 

44 Alas. Island 

45 Starts the 
poker game 

46 Makes taut 
48 Abba ol Isr. 

50 Half 8 fly? 

52 Came close 
57 In l 

remarkable 

way 

63 Band 

64 Traveled 

85 Unoccupied 

86 Brownish gray 
67 Oliva genus 

88 Bambi e.g. 

89 Judges' 
circuits 

70 Factual 

71 Those giving 
TLC 

DOWN 

1 Overpopulate 

2 Andrea — 

3 Delay 

4 Certain worker 

5 Pro — 

8 Highly excited 

7 Will hanging 

8 Lauren ol 
films 


■ 

a 

a 


a 

■ 

■ 

a 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 



iDH Tilntnw Madia EafMMI, 
<U1 RifllM* taMNM 


9 Ue next to 

10 Fr. menu word 

11 Con — (music 
direction) 

12 Br. gun 
14 Word wHh 

shoppe 

21 Below 

22 Molher-ln-lsw 
of Ruth 

26 News notice 

27 Beau — 

29 “Yea, (S. 
Davis) 

30 Electrical unit 

31 Fr. magazine 

32 Beams 

33 Bunch 

34 Arrow 
poison 

35 Submachine 
gun 

36 Moreys 

38 "Three men 
In — " 

41 Cowboy item 

42 City In Crate 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnnra nranran nnnn 
ncinn nnntin nnnn 
onnHnanann naan 
□□□□□□□ pnrannoG 

nnn namann 

nrannnmon snnnnn 
□noa nnani nonnn 
□□a nananns non 
□nnnn anon nnnn 
nonnaa nnHnnuoD 
BnnnBB nun 
BBflnanQ nnnaanB 
[anna nnnnnnranan 
nnnn nonnn nnnn 
□acui nnnHB nnnn 


Public 

storehouses 

Toughen 

Mistake 

Saharan 
Document 
attachment 
Terry or Draw 


56 Fabric workers 

57 Small suffix 

58 Picture ol a 
kind 

59 See the sights 

60 Cord 

61 Charity 

62 Brainstorm 


er Antonio Virdis are the men 
who matter in the semi-finals on 
Tuesday. 

They have scored a total of 14 
goals so far and been hugely 
influential and inspirational. 

Despite giant-killing exploits 
by Australia and Zambia in the 
group games, the teams with 
proven pedigrees have taken 
their places in a last four line-up. 

Stylish Brazil, beaten Olympic 
finalists four years ago and deter- 
mined to go one better in Seoul, 
face a West German side steadily 
growing in stature. 

Italy, ridiculed at home after 
losing 4-0 to Zambia, take on the 
Soviet Union. 

Romano, hailed as Brazil’s 
striking saviour, and Stuttgart's 
Klinsmann have the ability single- 
handedly to win the dash of the 
soccer giants. 

They have both scored hat- 
tricks in the tournament and are 
bungary for more goals 

“Romario will be important to 
us,” Brazilian coach Carlos 
Alberto Silva said. 

Silva is shaping a team for the 
1990 world cup in Italy and reck- 
ons the mix is just about right. 

“This team has a lot of fighting 
spirit and is marking well,” he 
said. “At the same time we are 
playing pretty much the tradition- 
al Brazilian game. 

“West Germany are a good 


side and will be a strong adver- 
sary.” 

The West Germans also have 
one eye on the next world cup 
and national team manager Franz 
Beckenbauer has flown to South 
Korea to assess the Olympic 
side's potential. 

Like Klinsmann, the Soviet 
Union’s Mikhailichenko impress- 
ed during the European cham- 
pionships and has polished his 
reputation here. 

The gangling Dynamo Kiev 
midfielder with the loping run 
was behind all three goals which 
destroyed Australia in the quar- 
ter-finals and has the class to 
repeat the demolition act against 
Italy. 

Poor teamwork has let down 
the Italians but gems of indi- 
vidually from Virdis helped them 
scramble into the last four. 

The veteran Milan Striker, top 
scorer in the Italian league two 
seasons ago, has wonderful close 
control, a telling shot and a feel 
for the big occasion. 

“Italy will be difficult oppo- 
nents for us," said Soviet Union 
coach Anatoli Bychovets, who 
has stipped Brazil to win the gold. 

“I will be having a big think 
about how we approach the 
match. I was concerned about the 
work rate of some of our key 
players against Australia, espe- 
cially in the first half." 


Lewis 

Lewis, rebounding from his 
loss to Canada's Ben Johnson in 
the 100-metre dash, became the 
firsr Olympic long jump cham- 
pion to retain his title. He led an 
American medal sweep with a 
leap of S.72 metres to duplicate 
his victory of four years ago at 
Los Angeles. 

Lewis’ teammate, Roger King- 
dom, also repeated his 1984 
triumph in the 110-metre high 
hurdles, winning the Seoul event 
in the Olympic record time of 
12.98 seconds — third fastest in 
history. He was the first 110 
hurdler repeat winner since his 
countryman Lee Calhoun won 
the event in 1956 and 1960. 

Track and field 

In the women's 800, East Ger- 
man runners finished one-two as 
Sigrun Wodars outkicking Christ- 
ine Wachtel in 1:S6.10. 

The Soviet Union's Olga Bryz- 
gina won the women's 400 in 
48.65 seconds, breaking the old 
mark of 48.83 set in 1984 by 
Valerie Brisco of the United 
States. The American defending 
champion faded to fourth on 
Monday. 

Another Olympic mark was set 
by East Germany’s Petra Felke 
with a 74.68-metre toss of the 
javelin that won her the gold 
medal in the women's event. 

Diving 

American Greg Louganis, 
meanwhile, moved a major step 
closer to his goal of becoming the 
first diver to repeat as a double 
Olympic champion. He outper- 


formed two Chinese conrenders 
— Xiong Ni and Li Kongzheng — 
in the preliminary round of plat- 
form diving and led a field of 12 
qualifiers into Tuesday’s final. 

Cycling 

Day 10 of the Olympics began 
with Dutch rider Monique Kohl 
having to hitch a lift to the start of 
the individual cycling road race 
with arch French rival Jeannie 
Longo after the Dutch team's bus 
was involved in a crash. 

Kohl, her pigtail tied in the 
Dutch national colour of orange, 
won a mass sprint for the line. 

Tennis 

Wimbledon champion Stefan 
Edberg was assured of a medal 
when he bear temperamental Ita- 
lian Paolo Cane 6-1, 7-5 in swirl-' 
in g wind that sent debris floating 
past them on the centre court. 



Said Aouita 


SEOUL OLYMPIC BRIEFS 


Canadian gymnast performs with broken 
leg 

SEOUL (R) — Sixteen-year-old Canadian gymnast Lori Strong 
completed her floor routine at the Seoul Olympics without 
realising that she had broken her right leg. Strong, now being 
pushed around the athletes village in a wheelchair by her 
compatriots, went to the medical centre complaining of a sore leg. 
Doctors found it was broken and she now needs six weeks to 
recover. I did not realise that my right leg was broken until I 
finished my routine on the floor," she said. 

Lost gold found 

SEOUL (AP) — Davide Tizzano's Olympic gold medal is lost no 
more. It was found Monday by a skin diver in 15 centimetres of 
mud near the boat dock at the bottom of the Han river. Tizzano. 
20, won the medal Sunday as an oarsman in Italy's quadruple 
sculls boat and lost it when celebrating temmates threw him into 
the river after the presentation ceremony. Diver Kang Su-Nam 
said he and other divers had been working an area in three metres 
of water at the dock for almost an hour when he felt the medal. 

Five time competitor 

SEOUL (AP) — Italy’s Pietro Mennea made history Monday by 
becoming the first runner to compete in five Olympics. Mennea, 
the 1980 Olympic champion in the 200-metre dash and the world 
record-holder, finished fourth in his first-round heat in 21.10 
Although his time was good euough to reach the second round, 
the 36-year-old from Barietta. Italy, who first competed in 
Munich in 1972, inexplicably did not start. Mennea called his 
first-round heat “a proud moment.” “I was a little emotional," he 
said. "I'm the grandfather of these people." 
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eWorld News 

Yerevan calm as army pulls out 


MOSCOW (R) — Most of the Soviet soldiers 
deployed in the Armenian capital of Yerevan last 
week after a new ethnic flarenp were pulled oat over 
the weekend, a spokesman for the official Novosti 
press agency said Monday. 


Armoured vehicles posted 
around government buildings 
during demonstrations over the 
disputed Nagorno-Karabakh re- 
gion had been pulled out Satur- 
'day, the spokesman told Reuters. 

. “The situation is better today,’* 
he said by telephone from Yere- 
van. ‘Transport is working and 
.some enterprises are back at 
work. It’s a more or less normal 
working atmosphere.” 

In Stepanakert, the capital of 
Nagorno-Karabakh, a govern- 


ment spokesman said children 
had gone back to school Monday 
but industry remained paralysed 
by strikes. 

The latest round of tension 
over Nagorno-Karabakh erupted 
after an Armenian was killed and 
49 people injured in gun and 
knife clashes in the Azerbaijani 
territory. 

The Sept. 18 incident in a 
village near Stepanakert was fol- 
lowed by mass demonstrations in 


Yerevan, where Armenians are 
supporting Nagorno-Karabakh’s 
demand to secede from Azerbai- 
jani rule and become part of 
Armenia. 

The Novosti spokesman said 
huge demonstrations were held 
on Yerevan’s Opera Square 
Saturday and Sunday evenings, 
with speakers demanding annexa- 
tion of Nagorno-Karabakh and 
an emergency session of the 
Armenian Supreme Soviet (par- 
liament). 

The assembly voted in favour 
of annexation last June, but one 
month later the Kremlin ruled 
out any change in the status of 
Nagorno-Karabakh, where the 
ethnic Armenian majority 


population has been ruled since 
1923 by Azerbaijan. 

Last Wednesday, as tensions 
continued to grow in the moun- 
tainous enclave, the Kremlin 
damped an overnight curfew on 
Nagorno-Karabakh and declared 
a state of emergency. * 

Moscow Radio said Sunday 
that the curfew was being 
observed in Stepanakert and 
lawlessness bad declined, 
although some residents had been 
found with petrol bombs. 

It said 695 firearms had been 
turned in to the authorities volun- 
tarily and nearly 100 seized dur- 
ing searches conducted by in- 
terior ministry and army troops 
sent to the region. 

In Armenia, the radio said. 


calls were continuing for more 
information on the situation in 
Nagorno-Karabakh. It quoted 
one Communist Party official as 
warning that rumours spreading 
due to a dearth of news could 
spark new disorders. 

The Soviet media have carried 
virtually no reports on the situa- 
tion in the enclave, and the news 
blackout continued Monday with 
no mention of Nagorno-Kara- 
bakh in the party newspaper 
Pravda — the only morning daily 
to appear Mondays. 

Telephone links between Mos- 
cow and Yerevan remained diffi- 
cult. It took two hours to get 
through to the Armenian foreign 
ministry Monday morning, and 
officials there refused to provide 
any information. 


Haitians throng 
church to hail coup 


PORT-AU-PRiNCE (AP) — 
Thousands of worshippers burst 
into clapping, cheering and sing- 
ing at a Roman Catholic Church 
Sunday, celebrating the Sept. 17 
coup that toppled Lieutenant- 
General Henri Namphy. 

“For that great victory of Sept. 
17, we thank you. Lord," the 
Reverend Antonio Sele declared 
in an emotionally charged sermon 
before 3,000 people who jammed 
Saint Gerard Roman Catholic 
Church. 

He praised the soldiers who 
ousted Namphy and installed a 
new military government under 
Lieutenant Genera] Prosper 
Avril. Soldiers had cited a mas- 
sacre Sept. 11 at Saint John Bos- 
co Roman Catholic Church as a 
key reason for their revolt. 

In that attack, thugs wielding 
■guns, machetes and clubs 
stormed the church in a Port-au- 
Prince slum, killing 13 people and 
wounding more than 70. 

“Through Saint John Bosco 
Church to us here today, we 
thank you. Lord, for your work 
through our soldiers to rescue 
us," said Sele, who offered a 
special mass. “This mass is to 
thank God... for all these soldiers 
who put their heads together to 
help us.” 

The soldier's revolt led to the 
exile of Namphy in the Domini- 
can Republic, which shares the 


Caribbean island of Hispaniola 
with Haiti. 

Namphy had led the military 
junta that assumed power after 
president- for- life Jean-Claude 
Duvalier tied to exile in 1986. 
Namphy consolidated power in a 
June coup that overthrew a civi- 
lian president elected last 
January. 

After Sunday’s mass, about 
1,500 people, including 150 survi- 
vors of the church massacre, mar- 
ched to a suburban site and where 
met by the Reverend Jean-Ber- 
trand Aristide, leader of Saint 
John Bosco. 

The crowd, many of whom had 
marched 12 kilometres, erupted 
in cheers upon seeing Aristide in 
his first public appearance since 
his escape dining the massacre. 
“He’s alive. He’s alive,” two 
women shouted. 

Aristide, one of the most popu- 
lar figures in Haiti, had repeated- 
ly accused the Namphy govern- 
ment of condoning atrocities and 
of brutal repression. 

Flanked by priests and nuns, 
Aristide waved and stood before 
the crowd for about 15 minutes. 
Speaking in a barely audible 
voice, he said, “God is with us. 
Don’t lose courage. The cleaning 
up has just begun." 

Earlier, about 2,000 people fil- 
led all seats and the aisle at Saint 
Gerard and 1,000 more thronged 



Haiti's new president. Prosper Avril, swears in forces chief in Port-au-Prince earlier this week. 
Major General Herard Abraham, right, as armed 


the church courtyard. 

A chair draped with ^embroi- 
dered vestments had stood at the 
foot of the altar, symbolising 
Aristide, who was whisked away 


from the church attack by 
parishioners who shielded him 
with their bodies. 

“Jean-Bertrand Aristide is the 
one chosen by God for Haiti to 


denounce injustice, to show us 
the truth.” Sele said at the ser- 
vice. which began solemnly and 
exploded into singing and 
chanting. 


Sad exit seen in 
store for Botha 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — More 
isolated than ever, both within 
and outside the country. Presi- 
dent P.W. Botha this week marks 
a decade as South Africa's sup- 
reme leader. 

Spumed by many of his Afri- 
kaner Volk (people) for straying 
from rigid apartheid segregation. 
Botha has failed to win a counter- 
balancing measure of credit from 
South Africa's black majority, 
moderate whites or world 
opinion. 

Next mouth will provide defini- 
tive proof of whether Botha has 
achieved the goal he set for his 
leadership when be told South 
African whites they must “adapt 
or die." 

Nationwide municipal elections 
Oct. 26 present the biggest chal- 
lenge the ruling National Party 
has faced in 40 years when the 
wlute supremacist Conservative 
Party attempts to wrest control of 
local government. 

Political commentators are pre- 
dicting a setback for Botha, who 
observes a decade in power 
Wednesday, in his campaign for 
gradual reform of the. apartheid 
policies that have made South 
Africa a pariah state. 

While the right wing accuses 
him of betraying the Afrikaner 
tribe, more liberal whites — 
among them moderate Afrikan- 
ers — fulminate over his failure 
to be bolder in scrapping apar- ' 
theid and bringing blacks into the 
political system. 

“P.W. is a sad figure as he nears 
the end of the road,” the anti- 
govemment Sunday Star said in a 
headline. English-language news- 
papers, which have been calling 
for him to step down, again asked 
whether Botha has the will to 
carry through reform. 

Even the Afrikaans language 
press was less than fulsome in 
reviewing Botha’s decade in 
office. 

Rapport, the top-selling pro- 
government newspaper, raised 
doubts about his continued com- 
mitment to change. 

“After a decade, the question is 
... whether the National Party 
under the present leadership will 
continue undaunted on the (re- 
formist) way it has set itself,” its 
editorial said. 

The cheeriest news for Botha 
on his 10th anniversary was an 
apparent breakthrough in region- 
al foreign policy. 

Talks now underway could end 
South Africa’s involvement is the 
Angolan riyil war and Pretoria’s 
illegal, white minority rule in 



P.W. Botha 


Namibia. 

South Africa is increasingly iso- 
lated in other areas. 

Foreign bankers will not lend it 
money a falling gold price 
threatens its ability to pay its 
debts. Every week another fore- 
ign firm sells up and leaves as 
sanctions pressures mount, espe- 
cially in the United States. 

Almost every day urban guer- 
rillas detonate a bomb. It took 
the imposition of a state of 
emergency and the detention 
without trial of about 30,000 peo- 
ple to stifle black protests in 1986. 

Power expansion 

The government has given it- 
self new power to restrict its 
political opponents without in- 
forming them in person and may 
ban some media reporting of 
court evidence, lawyers said 
Sunday. 

In a proclamation mailed to 
lawyers last week, the govern- 
ment said it will no longer have to 
find and tell people before plac- 
ing restriction orders On them. 

Instead it has only to publish 
their names in the official govern- 
ment gazette, a Johannesburg 
lawyer told Reuters. 

In a separate announcement. 
Justice Minister Koine Coetsee 
told a legal conference Saturday 
that the government was studying 
proposals to ban media reporting 
of some court proceedings until 
the final verdict. 

The purpose, he said, would be 
to prevent unfounded allegations 
made in court from damaging the 
reputations of defendants. 

Restriction orders are used to 
place people under house arrest 
or curfew, to limit the work they 
do, their right to attend meetings 
or to talk to the press. 


Old ruling party, opposition 
prepare for polls in Burma 


BANGKOK (R) — The long-ruling Burma Socialist 
Programme Party changed its name Monday ahead 
of general elections and opposition sources said 
leading pro-democracy campaigners would field 
candidates. 

Official Radio Rangoon said the BSPP, which 
ruled Burma for a quarter century of increasing 
poverty and political repression, had become the 
National Unity Party. 

Rangoon-based Western diplomats have said the 
followers of BSPP founder Ne Win would try to 
regain their dominant role in Burma by winning 
elections promised soon by the country’s new 
military rulers. 

The BSPP was purportedly overthrown by a 
military coup Sept. 18, but diplomats say the 
army's action was only a way of suppressing 
widespread dissent and keeping power in the hands 
of the old guard. 

Leading dissident figures General Tin Oo, Aung 
San Sou Kyi and Brigadier Aung Gyi have reversed 
their opposition to the polls and will contest them, 
sources dose to them said. 

A dose associate of former Defence Minister 
would soon register with the military government's 
election commission and would field candidates for 
all 472 parliamentary seats. 

“They are now preparing to follow the rules and 
regulations of the commission,” be said in a 
telephone interview. 

lire source declined to give details of the opposi- 
tion's move, saying he believed his telephone was 


being tapped. 

The opposition rejected a compromise etedin 
offer made the BSPP a week before its overthrow, 
saying the party was incapable of running honest 
polls. 

Last week, the three opposition figures decided to 
reject army-backed dectins also. Aung San Suu 
Kyi, 43-year-old daughter of independence hero 
Aung Gyi, at that time dismissed the idea of 
elections being hdd while people were being shot. 

The military government has said over 200 
“destructive dements,” have been killed since it 
took over. Dissidents, doctors and diplomats put 
the figure at closer to 1,000 and say most of the 
dead were unarmed pro-democracy demonstrators. 

The streets of Rangoon were quiet Monday, but 
soldiers were stiD shooting. Radio Rangoon re- 
ported they shot dead 19 more looters in the capital 
and other areas’ of Burma. 

In Mandalay to the north many people were beig 
arrested, a diplomat said. “Anyone who was 
associated prominently with the opposition seems to 
be targetted, doctors, prominent educators, editors 
of the various newspapers,” he said. 

The government earlier this month ordered civil 
servants and all military personnel to resign from 
the ruling party and repealed the law authorising it 
to receive financial support from the government. 

But the party, with 2.5 million fuQ and candidate 
members before the unrest and resignations, re- 
mains a potent force that maintains offices through- 
out the nation of 38 millio n people. 


Home fans lukewarm to 


By Sonya Hepinstall 

Reuter 

SEOUL — Where are the 
home fans at the Seoul Olym- 
pics? 

Many stadiums are half-emp- 
ty and sport enthusiasts with 
experience of previous Olym- 
pics are asking why. 

“Tickets were scalped for 
many times the original price at 
Los Angeles. The venues were 
packed. Where are the Ko- 
reans?” said one foreign 
visitor. 

There are many answers. For 
one, Koreans are not crazy 
about all sports. 

“The Olympics are less a 
sports event than a turning 
point for the Korean people,” 
said one fan. “There's no tradi- 
tion of sport here. There's 
emphasis on certain sports — 
Taekwondo, Judo. Soccer — 
but they couldn't care less ab- 


out the rest.” 

Soccer has so for attracted 
528,000 fans in the 28 matches 
before the semifinals, making it 
the best attended sport of the 
games so far. but the yachting 
venues in the southern city of 
Pusan, for example, are almost 
deserted. 

“Koreans don’t like danger- 
ous hobbies. For generations 
children were told not to do 
such things as mountain climb- 
ing or sailing,” said Yoo Sung- 
Gil, a former yachting official. 

Hie Seoul Olympics Orga- 
nising Committee (SLOOC) 
estimates 74 per cent of tickets 
have been sold, but that figure 
is not reflected in attendances. 

“A lot of businesses bought 
tickets for foreigners who 
didn't show up,” said Cho 
Seok, assistant director for 
overseas ticket sales at 
SLOOC. 

Another factor in the lack of 


support is that South Koreans 
have very little leisure time. 
People work an average six 
days a week, taking about four 
days off per year. Many who do 
have free time have volun- 
teered to work for SLOOC. 

Some Seoul residents think 
Koreans are suffering from 
Olympic bum-out. 

“After seven years of having ■ 
the Olympics shoved down 
their throat, what do you ex- 
pect?" said a foreign resident. 

Western visitors axe often 
perplexed by South Korean 
reactions to the games. 

The opening ceremony, uni- 
versally acknowledged as a 
huge success, was received with 
demure applause and serious 
expressions by the Koreans in 
the crowd, a great contrast to 
the behaviour of Americans 
and Europeans nearby who 
cheered wildly and punctuated 
each new surprise with «- 





TOKYO (Agencies) — Emperor Hirohito, fighting what may be bis 
last battle against fading health, was reported in stable condition 
Monday as thousands braved drenching rain to pray for his 


Blind masseurs 
protest in Taipei 


survival. , , 

A Maud aimwmffmwi t by palace officials Monday morning t hat 
the 87-year-old Hirohito’s condition was stable failed to dispel a 
gro wing feeling in Japan that he is dose to death. 

Medical bulletins have hero released at least twice a day by the 
nffiriak but have to detail the exact nature of the emperors 

Alness. ._ 

These have shown Hirohtto’s temperature remains high while bis 
blood pressure and pulse varied. The emperor has received nearly 
three litres of Mood since this latest aids began about a week ago. 

At the palace, thousands of people braved incessant rain to offer 
their wishes for Hirohito’s recovery. As of Sunday, 342,000 people 
had registered. 

Among the weD-wishers Monday woe a group of Giant Sumo 
wrestlers led by the popular grand champion Chiyonofiyi, who won 
the most recent Sumo tournament which concluded in Tokyo 
Sunday. 

The emperor is a avid fan of the traditional Japanese sport and 
bay attended the tournaments hdd in the capital. Palace officials 
said be was able to watch some of the tournament on television at the 
weekend. 

The pace of life in this busy city is also stowing with major , 
co mpani es cancelling corporate functions such as the respected 
Asahi newspaper’s 100th anniversary celebrations. 

Street festivals and firework displays to mark the onset of autumn 
are being cancelled t h roughout Japan, including one of the biggest 
in the Ginza district, near the palace. 1 

“Taking the emperor’s Alness into consideration, we have deckled | 
to off our festival and other related celebrations including the I 
Ginza parade,” a dty official said. ; 

Government leaders have cancelled almost all their official work. 

Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita and other ministers stayed at 
home over the weekend while Foreign M inist e r Sosuke Uno 
cancelled a visit to New York. Finance Minister Kochi MQyazawa 
dropped out of the current International Monetary Fund meetings 
in Berlin. 

Despite upbeat reports by government and palace officials, shares 
fefl as the Tokyo stock exchange opened Monday due to mounting 
concern ova the emperor’s condition, traders said. 

The emperor, who assumed the throne in 1926, has been under 
24-hour care since be began hemorrhaging last Monday in the upper 
intestine or duodenum. Id September 1987, doctors performed a 
bypass operation after an inflamed pancreas put pressure on his 
duodenum. 

His condition took a turn for the worse Saturday when his fever 
soared to 39.2 Celsius. On Monday, his temperature was 36.7 
Celsius. 



Bush, Dukakis slug it 
out in bruising debate 


WINSTON-SALEM (R) — George 
Bush and Michael Dukakis took 
the gloves off Sunday, hitting out 
at each other with accusations, 
sarcasm and ridicule in a bruising 
first presidential debate. 

Dukakis decried the Iran-con- 
tra scandal and Bush portrayed 
his rival as a far-out libera). 

A generally smooth and col- 
lected Dukakis, the Democratic 
governor of Massachusetts, 
zeroed in on Reagan administra- 
tion scandals in the first of two 
scheduled 90-minute campaign 
debates with Republican Vice 
President Bush, who looked a bit 
tense but also gave a good spi- 
rited account of himself. 

The nationally televised debate 
was held in the red-brick Baptist 
chapel of Wake Forest Universi- 
ty, where the two men stood a 
few feet apart on a blood-red 
carpet behind lecterns that 
looked like pulpits and hurled 
political fire and brimstone at one 
another. 

“The vice president has a long 
resume (of public service), but 
that didn’t stop him from endors- 
ing the sale of arms to the (Ira- 
nian) Ayatollah,” Dukakis said in 
one typical slam. 

Bush avoided debate era what 
became the Reagan administra- 
tion's worst scandal, but he de- 
leted Dukakis scornfully as a 
ig-taxing liberal, weak on 
national security issues, ’and thun- 
dered at one point: 

“He is out there, out of the 
mainstream. My argument with 
the governor is, do we want this 
country to go that far left?'* 
Afterwards, both camps claimed 
victory. 

Although no official “winner” 
or “loser” is declared in any 
formal sense for these debates, an 
early first-impression poll of 500 
viewers by ABC news broke 45- 


36 per cent in favour of Dukakis 
— a possible reflection of the 
governor’s ability to stay on the 
offensive in a low-key, gentle- 
manly manner. 

President Reagan quickly 
weighed in to do what he could to 
help his loyal lieutenant and 
would-be successor, telephoning 
Bush to congratulate him right 
after the contest. 

“You did a great job," the 
White House quoted Reagan as 
saying. 

As expected, Dukakis’s sup- 
porters saw things quite the re- 
verse — and they were saying so 
quickly to the television cameras. 

“It was a good victory for 
Dukakis because it showed him 
to be knowledgeable,” said 
spokesman Mark Gearan. 

The candidates responded to 
questions posed by a panel of 
journalists, giving the affair more 
the character of a side-by-side 
news conference than a real de- 
bate. 

Bush came into the showdown 
leading by a few percentage 
points in most national polls. The 
key point in most surveys, howev- 
er, is .that many voters are still 
undecided and are only unenthu- 
siastically committed to one or 
the other candidate. 

This gave the debate great 
potential for swaying voters. 
Most analysts agreed foe lesser- 
known Dukakis bad more to gain 
from a good showing. 

The 54-year-old governor 
clearly tried to seize the initiative 
by turning every possible re- 
sponse on any question to 
Reagan administration foreign 
policy embarrassments and foe 
role of foe vice president in them, 
such as foe secret sales of arms to 
Fran in 1985-86 and longtime U.S. 
dealings with Panama's military 
leader Manuel Antonio Noriega. 


Olympic fever 


clamations of delight. 

“It was so solemn, it was no 
fun,” complained one Euro- 
pean viewer. “That’s not what 
the opening ceremony in Bar- 
celona in 1992 will be like, 
that's for sure.” 

"We are not a demonstrative 
people,” said a Seoul city hall 
official. “We are not used to 
participating in celebrations. 
When a parade goes by we 
wave flap, stand back and nod 
our heads, saying yes, good 
show.” 

On foe other hand, a brawl 
at an Olympic boxing match 
showed foe emotions behind 
those cool exteriors can some- 
times surface unexpectedly. 

Home fans and five South 
Korean boxing officials in- 
vaded foe ring Thursday to 
attack a referee who ruled 
against a local hero. 

“It was stupid. It was chil- 
dish behaviour," said one 


Olympic organiser. 

But it was not un-Korean. A 
few months before the games, 
one person was killed and more 
than 10 injured when baseball 
fans infuriated by the surprise 
loss of the home team started 
throwing bottles. 

“Sometimes human beings 
cannot control their feelings,” 
shrugged a local television 
announcer after the boxing 
brawl. 

If visitors are sometimes 
mystified by their hosts, foe 
feeling is mutual. 

Some taxi drivers, for exam- 
ple, said they are fed up with 
foe Olympic family. 

“When they first came we 
wanted to be nice. We went out 
of our way to smile and try to 
speak English," said one taxi 
driver. “But foreigners ac cuse 
us of taking long routes and 
overcharging them. Now none 
of us wants to take foreigners.” 


. r - 

TAIPEI — Blind masseurs rap- ? 
ped police with their walking '? 
sticks as hundreds rallied to de- - 
mand government action against • 
their sighted coll e ag u es. The 400 - 

blind demonstrators, who were; 
driven to tbe law-making legisla- . y 
five Yuan in Taipei by friends, : 
tried to enter foe building. But ? 
police blocked the blind prates- - - 
ters, and some hit the officers 
with their walking sticks. Police 
pushed them away. The protes- 
ters dispersed when lawmakers - 
pledged to review their com- . 
plaints. Kuo Kun-Hsiung, leader ; . 
of the demonstration, com- - 
plained that many massage par- 
lours employ young girls as mas- - 
reuses. 

Crawford leaves 
famous opera 


NEW YORK (AP) — Michael ;, j 
Crawford, who is leaving the hit j 
b roadway musical “The Phantom ’ 
of the Opera" in October, says he 
needs a rest after two years with ' 
show. “It’s like being an athlete,” . 
he said on foe CBS television - ■ 
show “This Morning.” “You 
have to have a rest period and - 
then start up again. I mean Fm- I 
not finished with the Phantom. I 
want to come back and do it . . 
again.” Crawford, who won a 
Tony Award for his portrayal of 
the Phantom, says foe lavish 
musical has been an emotional 
experience. 

Orient Express 
in Hong Kong 

HONG KONG (AP) — Refur- 
bished railroad cars from foe . 
legendary Orient Express arrived 
in Hong Kong Monday after a - 
15,000-kilometre odyessy from - 
Paris with 60 passengers each of 
whom paid $20,000 for foe jour- 
ney. The passengers were greeted 
at Hong Kong's Kowloon-Canton - 
railway station by a police band ~ . 
and given bouquets of flowers by 
two contestants from foe 1988 
Miss Hong Kong pageant. Also 
on hand was foe acting director of 
foe railway, Ian McPherson. The 
passengers, mainly Japanese, 
were then whisked away in a bus 
to a hotel. Organisers said they 
were too tired to talk to repor- 
ters. C 

Shops for .] 

pampered pets | 


WALNUT CREEK, California 
(AP) — Specially shops that cater 
to pampered pets are proliferat- 
ing in California at a rapid pace, 
industry watchers say. Such 
stores are occupying more retail 
space, but far fewer operate out- 
side California, said John M. : .' 
McMillin, a food industry analyst 
with Prudential-Bache Securities 
in New York. “Only Californians 
would put their dogs on a diet,” 
he said. “But I'm seeing more 
and more interest in people get- 
ting into this business.” The 


stores provide such items as gour- 
met foods, handmade toys and 
European furniture. “People are 1 
definitely pampering their pets 
more. I find many of the people . 
are more concerned with their “ 
animals' nutrition than their \ 
own,” said Jan Edminster, owner 
of foe pet shop. 

‘Super-sniffers’ find - 

radioactive 

cannister 

SHREVEPORT, Louisiana (AP) ; . • :? 
— An unemployed man with a ?? 
pair of super-sniffing dogs earned " 
a $500 reward from the company p>- 
foat lost a container of weak 
radioactive material along a 40.2 -?? 
kilometre stretch of highway. “It '/■?;. 
was found just outside ; ~.:S 
Shreveport, north of the dty, by •:??? 
an unemployed gentleman who ??? 
asked to remain anonymos.” Ron 
Evans, vice president and general 
manager of Trainer Surveys In- •. 
corporated, said Thursday. 
hit the streets with his two Ger--^^: 
man shepherds, who sniffed it 
upnot 182.9 metres from his 
house." 

Limousine shortage 
in Seoul 

SEOUL (AP) — A flood of 
foreign dignitaries for the Olym- 
pics has created a limousine shor-? 
tage in a nation that has few big? 
cars. Officials said some 300 fore-^ 
ign dignitaries such as cabinet^ 
ministers and members of the? 
International Olympic Commit-?! 
tee are entitled to limousine ser- 1 
vice. But most are getting service s 
below then- status because there J 
are not enough limousines avail- 4 
able, "in normal dreumstancesi S 
it could create a protocol probTj 
lem , but we believe most of them ? 
understand foe special problems? 
at Olympic time," said KinrKu«k 
Ho, a transportation official m 
foe Seoul Olympic Organ! 
Committee. “So far, we have 
no complaints.” said Kim. 




